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EGLECTING the good habit of reading care- 

N fully selected advertising, such as appears in 
the columns of The Sunday School Times, is like 
neglecting one’s daily exercise. One or two omissions 
may not be immediately noticed, but invariably the 
occasion seon; arises. when it becomes apparent 
that the regular habit is far and away the most a 





advantageous. 
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The Portrait and the Critics 
By Annie Johnson Flint , 


Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, be expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning him- 
self.—Luke 24 : 27. 


OD’S Book is a Portrait, lined and colored 
In the utmost skill of the Painter’s art; 

The Spirit of God is the master Artist, 

The Son of -God takes the,Sitter’s part, 
Psalm and prophecy, type and-symbol, 

Blend and mingle in sweet accord 
As background, foreground, and middle distance 

For the perfect form of the Living Word. 


And faithless men are the foolish critics, 

Who peer and squint with their blinded eyes ; 
Find countless flaws in the frame and canvas, 
* And know 50 little, yet feel so wise, 
They dare to mar and mutilate it, 

To slash the face with their knives of scorn; 
Decry the Painter, belittle the Subject, 

And press on His brow new wreaths of thorn. 
They cut off His hand who deny His power, 

The miracle deeds of His love and might ; 
-They smite His lips who refuse His teachings; 

They pluck out His éyés who obscure His light. 


But those who blot out the cross of Jesus - 
a sinless Saviour was sacrificed, | 
Who reckon the covenant blood unholy— 
These pierce to the very heart of Christ. 
These scourge Him afresh and afresh they slay Him, 
And seal Him, dead, in the tomb again. 
- They mock-at Him and despise His Spirit. 
O foolish critics! O faithless men! 





Our “Buts” to God 

When God makes known to us his will, what an- 
swer do we make? When he spoke to Moses out of 
the burning bush, and revealed his purpose to redeem 
Israel out of the land of bondage, and commissioned 
Moses to announce this.both to Israel and te Pharaoh, 
then “Moses answered.and.said, But.” Moses went on 
‘and éxplained his “objection to God. “But, beheld; they 








will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for 
they will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee.” 


-It is strange how ready we are to correct God! Moses 


had no monopoly of saying “But” to his Creator, Sav- 
iour, and Lord, God patiently listened, and then proved 
that He would be able to carry through His plans of 
blessing. Shall we not confess, to our wonderful Lord 
and uttermost Saviour, our own sin of arguing with 
him and distrusting him? His grace is sufficient to 
take the word “but” out of all our conversation and 
fellowship with him, by taking it out of our hearts. 


‘ “— 
As We Read the Bible, 


It is easy to use the Bible in every way but the 
right way. The right way is to recognize that it- is 
not only God’s Word, but God’s ‘Word to us. Even 
when we are studying the Bible in preparation for 
teaching a Sunday-school lesson, or for preaching a ser- 
mon, or to pass it on in’ any way to others, we shall 
not do this most ¢ffectively unless we let God; through 
his-written Word, speak directly to us. As a minister 
recently said before a meeting of ministers, “You and 
I never will be able to preach this Word with power 
until the printed page is transmuted into our lives.” 
When we listen to God every time we read the Bible, 
and recognize that he wants to say something to,us 
just then, directly and personally, and open our hearts 
to him, couhting confidently on a special and fresh 
blessing just now through his Word,—then indeed 
there will be no difficulty in our passing on his Word 
with power to others. But if it has not power in our 
pal «gs how can we expect to give out that which 


we 
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No Salvation Without Law 


There could be no Gospel without the law. Dr. 
Machen of Princeton made a statement, recently, 
bringing out a truth often overlooked. Said he: “The 
trouble with the preaching of today, which we are told 
does not attract people, is not ause we are not 
preaching the Gospel, but because we are not preach- 
ing the law of God. Moody never made the mistake 
of beginning by preaching the Gospel. -He always 
began by preaching the law.” There is no doubt that 
Dr. Machen is right. Until men are convicted of sin, 
they see no reason why they should need a Saviour. 
There is no need of any Gospel unless there is law. 
That is why, in the order of the bocks of the Bible, 
the Old Testament precedes the New, for law must 
precede grace. “The law is holy, and the command- 


ment holy, and just, and good ... that sin by the 
commandment might become exceeding sinful” (Rom. 
7: 11-13). As God brings us face to face with his 
perfect and righteous and terrible law, and with the 
realization of our own hopelessness by nature, we are 
convicted of our unspeakable sin, — and then the Good 
News of the Saviour can do its work. Old-time 
preaching burned the law deep into men’s souls. The 
Old Testament prophets did it. John the Baptist did 
it. The apostles on and after the day-of Pentecost did 
it, and it is an unfailing, ever-present note of the 
New Testament as well as the Old, clear through to 
the terrors of the unhindered working of the law 
through the judgments disclosed in the Revelation. 
Let us be faithful today in giving God’s message con- 
cerning his eternal and inexorable law, and the lost 
condition of men under the law, and the marvelous 
simplicity and effectiveness of escape by receiving 
Christ, who not only kept the whole law in our stead, 
but who received in his own person the death-penalty 
of our breaking of that holy law. 


ax 
Our Varied Riches 


Life is never monotonous to one who abides in 
Christ. For one lives then “in the living God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” A recent per- 
sonal letter from. young Philip E. Howard, Jr., of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission, contains these interesting 
comments: “I went to Switzerland to attend a Sun- 
day-school convention at Neuchatel. After that I 
visited friends of the Mission in séveral towns, and 
spoke in several meetings during a week. It was a 
blessed experience for me. I looked upon widely con- 
trasting sights, from infinitesimal watch-parts in sev- 
eral workshops, to the magnificent chain of snow-clad 
Alps; perhaps examples of the most exquisite of man’s 
handiwork, and certainly some of the most gorgeous 
of the Lord’s handiwork of which we have knowl- 
edge. Best of all, I found some of the warmest Chris- 
tian fellowship I’ve ever known.” The wonders of 
human skill, seen in a watch factory, are impressive 
indeed. The wonders of God’s creation in the natural 
world are much greater. But Mr. Howard is right 
when he calls Christian fellowship better than either 
of these. . For Christian fellowship means not only a 
companionship with our fellow man that unsaved peo- 
ple can never know, but it also means fellowship with 
Christ in the Christian: for “ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular” (1 Cor. 12:27). 
Christian, service, whether in the foreign mission field 
or in the homeland, is never narrow; it is as broad 
as the reach and the interests of 


The Parables of the Butterfly 


found the drama of redemption written in the 

constellations of the zodiac; and the story of 
death and resurrection displays itself yearly in the 
procession of the seasons out of thé darkness and cold 
of December into the sunny awakenings of April. 
Pastor. Alexander Morel of Berne, who during a long 
lifetime has studied butterfly life as a cherished avo- 
cation, suggests that in the transformations through 
which these little floating pageant makers travel the 
or has given. another lesson in the_ spiritual 
ife. 

What is mofe incredible to the natural mind than 
the resurrection of bodies fallen to formlessness and 
dust? .. The late Luther Burbank expressed his con- 
tempt of such notions. “When one passes, the body is 
as a worn-out auto, cast in the dump.” But here 
comes the butterfly to teach men better things, © Dr. 
Geley in his book, “From the Unconscious to the Con- 
scious,” describes how in the protecting chrysalis there 
takes place an amazing process, an infinitely mysteri- 
ous phenomenon called histolysis.. The body of the 
insect larva dematerializes itself completely ; its tissues 
disappear one after the other.«mtil there remain no 
visible cell elements. The creature dissolves into -a 
sort of soup in which all organic and specific distinc- 
‘tions disappear. And from this formless. liquid arises 
~later. the. most.brilliant of the insect world. ; 


GS ene tne of the stars and of the Bible have 





The Greeks had a correct presentiment when they 
used the same word for “butterfly” and “soul.” They 
would have reached an even fuller truth if they 
had realized how closely this butterfly metamorphosis 
prefigures the resurrection of the body. 

“The testimony .of such* facts,” says Dr. Geley, “is 
a complete refutation of- the materialist physiology 
and all the conceptions of classical biology.” “It is,” 
adds. M. Morel,l “a superb illustration of the divine 
plan by which we are carried: from the cradle to the 
throne.” 

But there are other illustrations of the teachings of 
Scripture to be found in the life of “the winged pas- 
tel,” as Victor Hugo calls the Lepidoptera. “I see 
another war in my members, warring against the law 
of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of ‘sin which is in my members. O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?” 

The butterfly has its earthly tragedy; its dark en- 
emy which dogs it and enters it to destroy it from 
within the inner being. The ichneumon is an elon- 
gated, reddish fly that stalks the butterfly in its larval 
stage with uncanny persistence and skill. When. it 
finds its victim, if. inserts its egg with hypodermic 





1 Alexander Morel, “Les Enseignement du Papillon’ 
(“What the Butterfly Teaches”), Neuchatel, Attinger, - 1924. 





302 


puncture into the living body of the caterpillar. Then 
the ichneumon’s offspring develops at the expense of 
the unwilling host. “He was a murderer from the be- 
ginning,” says our Lord of the Devil. He hunts his 
victims and introduces into their hearts living evil. 

‘M. Morel describes a magnificent purple and silver 
butterfly found in the Haut-Valais upon a plant that 
attracts it. Planning, to raise some of this species 
ftom the cocoon, he discovered five chrysalids appar- 
ently in perfect health, When the day of metamor- 
phosis came, he awaited the result. But he had not 
reckoned with the ichneumon. The living caterpillar 
eats, grows, and constructs its cocoon, but does not 
realize that it is possessed, and ‘hat it bears under its 
skin. a living enemy which, while letting it live, de- 
stroys it slowly, or rather trans orms its destiny alto- 
gether. 

The mysterious substance whih in the thought of 
the Creator should give birth to a butterfly passes 
wholly into the body of the litcie larva and becomes 
an ichneumon. From the first of M. Morel’s cocoons 
came out an ichneumon; from the second also. Only 
the last. yielded its glorious normal product with silver- 
spangled wings. 

“Under thy skin what is it that lives, angel or beast? 
You pray, you occupy yourself with religious forms; 
but who holds the central place within, the old or the 
new man?” At the day of redemption which will come 
forth from behind the enveloping curtain of flesh, a 
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spiritual being bearing the image of the heavenly, or 
an earthly being in the image of the earthy? 

The butterfly has no mouth. The caterpillar, on the 
other hand, eats voraciously. To eat and amass the 
reserves from which will come the butterfly is its life 
mission. 

Our resurrection life depends on the faithfulness 


with which we nourish: ourselves spiritually. in: this. 


life. If we feed on Christ we shall shine with Christ. 
We shall be in the Beyond what we began to be in 
the present. Specialists who study the color of but- 
terflies assert that whem the season furnishes abundant 
and savory nourishment -for the caterpillar the wings 
of the butterfly. answer to it. From a pale yellow 
those of the Colias edusa pass to gold. As one moves 
toward the tropics, where the sunshine becomes more 
intense, the tints become more vivid and brilliant; 
grays and browns give place to shiny, metallice colors, 
the hues of precious stones. They have counted thirty- 
six colors or shades in a singlé genus of Papilio in 
South America. Light is creative; it adorns field 
flower and butterfly. Christ is the world’s Light, 
and those who live in his light become children of the 
light, with all the beauty and glory of his transmuting 


power. 

Consider the butterflies of the field. They toil not, 
neither do they spin. Their mission is to teach doubt- 
ing hearts the glory with which the children of the 
resurrection are to be arrayed. 








Why Did Christ Die? 


Will you kindly tell us, in your Notes on Open Let- 
ters, the difference between the idea that Christ died 
“in our place,” and on the other hand the idea that 
Christ died “for us”? Is Professor Nyvall’s view on the 
‘Atonement Biblical and orthodox?—An Iowa Reader. 


The article on the Atonement about which this 
reader inquires appeared in “The Covenant Companion” 
of March, 1926, and was written by Dr. D. Nyvall, 
Dean of the Theological Seminary of North Park 
College, .Chicago, an institution of the Swedish Evan- 
gelical Covenant of America It contains such state- 
ments as the following: 


He [Christ] did not suffer and die “in our place” in 
any legalistic sense as a make-shift of guilt and respon- 
sibility, but for us. He-did not die to appease God, but 
to bring peace to man. Not to make God willing and 
free to love us, did Christ die, but he died that God 
might “commend his own love toward us” (Rom. 5 : 8). 
The cross is not a monument telling of a propitiated 
God,° extinguishing his wrath in the blood of the cruci- 
fied, but a monument of God’s love knowing no boun- 
daries and‘ bringing the message of grace and good will 
to all mankind. 


It is to be feared that this is the usual view of the 
Modernist concerning the death of Christ. That mis- 
taken view stresses the fact that Christ’s death on the 
cross was an expression of God’s love, showing that 
God’s love stopped at nothing in manifesting his gra- 
cious attitude toward men. But it overlooks or actually 
denies the equally vital fact that Christ’s death on the 
cross also manifested God’s righteous and necessary 
hatred of sin, his judgment of sin as requiring death. 

The Scriptural teaching, therefore, is that Christ 
died both “for us” and “in our place,” or stead. It 
is the substitutionary atonement; and from this the 
natural man recoils, as does the Modernist who would 
avoid or tone down the revelation of the Scriptures 
concerning the strict, unerring justice of God as well 
as his love. 

“Ror he [God] hath made him [Christ] to be sin 
for us, who [Christ] knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 
That passage of Scripture, like many others, plainly 
declares Christ’s identification with sin and the sinner, 
his having voluntarily put himself in our place as our 
substitute. Another similar passage is that “Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13). 

It is such passages as these that declare God's at- 
titude of judgment against sin, even when that sin 
was borne by his own Son in the sinner’s place, “who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree” 
(1 Pet. 2:24), 

It is not true or Scriptural to speak of Christ’s death 
on the cross as having been accomplished in order “to 
appease God.” But “the wages of sin is death,” and 
unless the death-penalty of sin were paid, either by 
Christ or by all sinners, God’s righteousness would be 
only an empty thing. . For, we must never forget, 
God is the judge of the universe, and he must act in 
judgment as well as in love. 

When the righteousness of the law was fully met, 
and the necessary judgment of a righteous and holy 
God against sin was rendered through the death of 
Christ as the sinner’s substitute, then God could save 


the sinner, — provided the sinner accepts the great sac- 
rifice made in his behalf by the Son of God who took 
his place and received the wages of sin for him 
Christ’s death on the cross did not change the atti- 
tude or the love of God in any way. God was just 
as loving toward sinners before Christ’s death, as aft- 
erward. But the payment of the sinner’s debt, which 
had to be paid if God’s universe were to continue in 
righteousness, made it possible for God to manifest 
his love toward the redeemed sinner in salvation and 
life. Kor “God commendeth. his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” . 


ya ' 
“What Has Since Occurred ?” 


In The Sunday School Times of April 17, under the 
head of “Disastrous Teaching in the Mission Field,” 
is an account of a student in China being taught that 
“the Pentateuch was written by many authors, after 
the Exile,”, and certain other teachings which in your 
comments you deplore. 


As we recur this year in the International Lessons to 
Genesis, I got down from the main shelves and put on: 
the one on the back of my desk such works as I had 
accumulated on Genesis. Among these is a volume 
called “The Messages of the Prophetic and Priestly 
Historians,” by John E. McFadyen. This was one of the 
volumes recommended by The Sunday School Times 
about 1911, when we were studying the Beginnings of 
the Bible. This book clearly teaches that the Hexateuch 
has many authors, and points to: the probability that 
the Elohistic part and the Jéhovistic portion were prob- 
ably written at different times, and suggests one about 
800 B.C., and the other joc B.C. : 


As the Times under its present editorship recom- 
mended his teaching in 1911, what has since occurred to 
make the teaching of the same sinful at this time?— 
A Chicago Reader, 


The Sunday School Times answered this question 
in its issue of January 25, 1919, when it published a 
leading editorial entitled “How I Came to Believe the 
Bible,” being a “personal confession’ by the Editor. 
For something did indeed occur, after 1011, in. the 
outlook and understanding and faith of the Editor, 
while on the other hand, of course, any teaching that 
is “sinful” today was equally. sinful im, 1911. And 
The Sunday School Times does n6t hesitate to express 
its deep, regretful conviction that “sinful’’ is not too 
strong a word to characterize teaching that denies the 
truthfulness of the Word: of God. 

The “personal confession” referred to told how the 
Editor, during his studies as an undergraduate at Yale 
University, and for fifteen or more years after that, 
had been unconsciously accepting the central positions 
of the Higher Criticism, without realizing whither this 
inevitably tended, The editorial, “How I Came to Be- 
lieve the Bible,” 1 told of a personal spiritual experi- 
ence that opened up a new realization of the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and how this new view and 
appropriation of the Living Word led to a new view 
and acceptance of the. written Word. Naturally, this 
came to be expressed im various ways in the columns 
of The Sunday School Times, and in the entire mes- 
sage of the paper. Today The Sunday School Times 





2To be had in pamphiet form from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 2 cents each, or 20 cents a dezen copies. 
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Company rejoices in the fact that God has brought 
together, in its various departments, a staff of Chris- 
tion people who believe in the integrity of the Bible, 
with all that that means. : 

The disaster of the Higher Critical teaching, as 
set forth by this Chicago reader, is that it falsifies 
the Bible. 
no such group of books as “the Hexateuch,” which is 
an invention of the critics. But the Pentateuch (the 
first five books of the Bible, according to the Bible’s 
own record, and according also to the utterances of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, was written, not by “many au- 
thors,” but by Moses. As Moses died more than 1,400 
years before the time of Christ, it is a serious and de- 
structive assertion to say that parts of those Scriptures 
were written from 600 to 1,100 years later. 

In view of the question raised by the Chicago reader, 
others who did not see the editorial referred to may be 
interested in some of its concluding statements, which 
were as follows: 


“My twenty-five years or more of unfruitful, un- 
satisfactory Bible study and reading as I had been un- 
consciously absorbing and accepting the barren, de- 
structive, God-denying work-of the Higher Criticism, 
was coming to an ‘end. Several years later, without 
my being able to name the exact time, and without any 
particular passage of Scripture or spiritual experi- 
ence to account for it, I came to see and fully, whole- 
heartedly to accept the complete and unique inspira- 
tion of the whole Word of God. I saw how utterly 
irrational it was to talk about inspiration that did not 
include history as well as spiritual truth, words as well 
as thoughts. I saw how unreasonable it was to sup- 
pose that God, the Creator and Saviour, omniscient 
and omnipotent, would set out to make a unique and 


‘inspired revelation to thé world, through men, in writ- 


ing, a revelation that was to be complete and final for 
mankind, that was to be “a lamp unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path” (Psa. 119: 105), = 9 then to let 
that unique, inspired revelation be subject to error in 
historical and ‘natural’ matters! If we have a God 
who cannot be up to the standard of a first-rate unin- 
spired: historian, when dealing with matters. of. fact, 
or up to the standard of a first-rate scientist when 
dealing with matters of natural science, what sort of 
a God have we? 

“Yes, I now believe the Bible. I believe the whole 
Bible I believe that when God by his Holy Spirt 
supernaturally inspired men to set down that which 
men could never have thought out or discovered for 
themselves, as the Word of God to men and through 
men, he did, not an imperfect, but a perfect piece of 
work. I believe that in the original or autograph 
manuscripts of the Bible there was no error in a 
single word, in a single statement, whether of historical 
fact, or of natural science, or of spiritual truth. I 
believe that, as our Lord Jesus Christ said, ‘till heaven 
and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise ‘pass away from the law, till all things be accom- 


plished’ (Matt, 5:18), so every jot and every tittle of © 


the Bible, the Word of God, from the first verse of 
Genesis to the last verse of Revelation, is -given, 
God-breathed, with that unimprovable and complete 
perfection in which God always and only works.” 


oat : 
How Many Promises in the Bible? 


I have heard it said that there are 32,000 promises in 
the Bible. Some one else commented that this was not 
possible, as there are not as many words as that in the 
Bible.—An Indiana Reader. 


It is commonly said that there are about three thou- 
sand promises in the Bible. Variations occur in the 


counts, made by different persons, doubtless because- 


some might count two or more promises in a single 
verse, while others would count the entire verse as one 
promise. It is said that the English Bible contains 
31,173 verses, and 773,603 words. 

One thing is certain, the Bible contains all the prom- 
ises we need! 
only the single great pledge, “My God shall supply all 
your, need according to his riches.in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). That covers everything for us, 
in time and eternity. But God graciously adds some 
three thousand more precious promises to that, and 
then goes on and proves to us, day by day, that he “is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think.” We have a God who, in his Son, actually 
gives us himself; no wonder, after that,. his promises 
are lavish! For if he “spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things?” 
“All things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things pres- 
ent, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are 
Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 3: 21-23). 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” a searching 
study by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton Sem- 
inary, may be obtained from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
at $2.50 a dosen; postage, 20cents, or 25 cents each; 
postage, 2 cents. 


The Word itself, for example, recognizes 


Perhaps it would be enough if it had - 


Therefore he says: ' 
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Perilous Days With the “Reds’® in South China 





How Chinese Christians are being: proved in persecution and testing 


By Winifred Lechmere Clift 














of South China, Kwong Tung and Kwong Sai, . 


Te: whole of the two southernmost . provinces 


are now under Red Rule..--By Red Rule I mean 
a nominal Chinese government completely in the power 
of Bolshevist “advisers” from Russia. They ‘have: the 


whiphand because of the enormous sums of: money 


they claim to have loaned to the Cantonese. 

‘Missionaries in these two provinces are: not sur- 
prised. They have seen this crisis coming for many 
months. For a long time it has been a common ex- 
perience for up-country missionaries to find a Russjan 
tramp at their doors, begging for food and money: or 
for old clothes, telling some strange story of distress. 
But as time went on the missionaries’ eyes began to 
open and they realized that these “innocent” Russian 
travelers were spreading their Bolshevist poison all 
over the country, in town and hamlet. 7 

One lonely missionary in a Chinese city decided: that 
it would be wiser not to receive or assist these men, 
and when another Russian appeared at the door and 
sent up an urgent message for assistance, she did not 
go down herself, but- simply sent a- message recom- 
mending him to appeal to the Chinese- officials, who 
would certainly help him to reach the coast if he was 
in real distress. The man, perhaps unaware that the 
missionary was.a woman, took opportunity to send up 
‘an abusive letter beginning, “You dirty American Dog!” 

The virus spread rapidly and very soon the streets 
were full of eager students and coolies talking wildly 
against they knew not what, filling the ears of inno- 
cent. country folk with lying stories of the wicked- 
ness of the foreign nations and their cruelty. against 
the Chinese. The mass of the people, though amazed 
and horror-stricken, were more or less indifferent 
when it came to definite action. They have suffered 
so long and so terribly from robbers and pirates, from 
hordes of soldiers and from roaming bandits, that 
their one cry is, “Give us protection, give us peace, and 
let us live our own lives!” ' . 
- But the threats of the agitators reached the out- 
posts, and these, combined with the growing Bol- 
shevist influence in Canton, moved the different Euro- 
pean consuls to write urging all foreign missionaries 
to leave the Interior.- So it came about that in June 
of last year many Chinese Christian churches were 
left alone, without their missionary. leaders, to shoul- 
der a heavy and unaccustomed-burden, and ta face the 
mutterings of a growing antichristian propaganda. 


Danger Threatens the Little Flock 


Inside the walls of one mission compound, in the 
city of Nanning, the little band of Chinese Chris- 
tians had to face a serious responsibility. The - hos- 
pital, alas, stood empty and closed, but the staff of 
nurses and servants, the two plind preachers, and the 
Biblewoman were all there; and there were all the 
little mouths in the foundling home to-be fed; too. 
Moreover, as the weeks went by, money was exhausted 
and it was impossible for a time to get fresh supplies 
up from the coast. The need drew them all together 
in daily prayer. As things got worse, they killed some 
of the precious. herd of goats, and managed by the 
sale of some of the babies’ store of condensed milk 
to obtain enough money for rice. But there was a 
far worse danger already threatening. The Labor 
Union cast covetous eyes upon the roomy compound 
and the crowd of merry, happy, little girls, and they 
came one day with threatening words, ordered that 
the men were to leave, and that the premises, as well 
as_all the children, were to be handed over to them. 

It is impossible for you in a Western country to 
realize what this would have meant for those little, 
sheltered, innocent girls. I have knelt by the side of 
a dying girl on a Chinese “flower-boat,” a girl who 
_had taken opium rather than live on in such depths of 
degradation; I have helped the doctor to dress the 
feet of a tiny slave girl, not more than a baby, whose 
mistress in a fit of anger had herself held the tiny legs 
in boiling water to punish her for some trifling of- 
fénse; and the thought of those. precious little chil- 
dren at the mercy of heathen women in a heathen city 
was anguish. . 

..But prayer had given the Chinese Christians holy 
boldness and they went themselves to the general in 
command and told him of their plight. The general 
interested himself immediately in their story. The 
name of the mission hospital was familiar, Many of 
his own wounded soldiers been treated there and 
had spoken gratefully of the care and kindness they 
had received. He acted at once and sent an armed 


guard to be stationed at the entrance to the hospital. 


and foundling home, and ‘ad a declaration posted. on 
the walls forbidding anyone to interfere with the com- 
pound and its inmates. 


Away in Hong Kong rumors of the children’s peril 


‘+ Perils to the true child of God always-bring forth 


: praises, and so the-Chinese Christians about whom 
this Christian missionary writes came out of -the 
fiery: furnace of ‘testing. with. a marvelous testi- - 
mony to the faithfulness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The incidents took place in a region of the West 
River, South China, at the Emmanuel Medical Mis- 
-sion, Nanning, which Mrs. Clift and her husband 
lately turned over to the Bible Churchmen’s Mis- 
sionary Society.: ‘The four Chinese Christians who . 
‘were captured and later released were members 
of the Christian and Missionary. Alliance undér 
~Mr.-R. A. Jaffray of Wuchow. 








had already. reached us; prayer was made for them 
continually and.prayer was answered. Not a hair of 
those dear little heads was touched. -There came ‘back 
to me the remembrance of a day when the tiny ‘ones 
were:running into the garden and came across a little 
dead sparrow on the path. They-looked at it solemnly 
for a minute, ‘then one of them began singing: 
God sees the little sparrow fall, 
It meets His tender view. 
If-God so loves the little birds, 
I know He loves me too. 
He loves me too, He loves me too, 
I know He loves me too. . 
Because He loves the little things, 
I know he loves me too. 


Before long’news came through to the coast that the 
cates wete safe. Not one of the little sparrows had 
én 
--To-the older girls it was a revelation of the power 
of prayer. Then ‘by and by came fresh proof that 
cares, and brave Dr. Kate’ McBurny suddenly 
appeared in the compound having’ made «her way up 
through Canton and along the West River with the 
sorely ‘needed- supplies -in her hands. - She received a 
royal weltome. She had not been long’in the mission 
house before she heard the patter of -little feet and 
went out to discover a procession of-radiant little girls, 
each staggering under the weight of a flower pot, which 
she was-bringing upstairs to decorate the doctor’s ver- 
anda. -But Dr. MtBurhny’s time ‘was limited. She was 
due before long in Manilla for ‘important work, and 
then ‘who would look after the little*flock in Nanning? 
Three missionary ladies, Miss Lucas, Miss Baird, 
and Miss Highton, determined by prayer and by faith 
to hew their way through to Nanning, and the Chi- 
nese Christians there set to work to help to pray them 
through. Dr. McBurny said, “You must do what you 
feel best, but I am going to give thé day to prayer 
and fasting. My dining room will be open to any 
who: would like to come and pray there.” And they 
came, one after another stealing in and kneeling quietly 
in prayer, and among the rest were five little: girls 
from the Babies’ Bungalow, who -had of their own 
choice asked permission to fast and to join the rest 
in prayer. . 


A Miraculous Answer to Prayer © 


And while they prayed the three ladies were wait- 
ing in a city 180 miles away, watching for a boat to 
carry them down the river. And the boat came —the 
first to get through for five months! The river has 
been tmusually low this dry season, but it rose in an- 
swer to prayer and carried those three children of God 
through to the place where they would be. So: the 
little “sparrows” in that nest are warmed and clothed 
and..sheltered, and they know by precious experience 
that God cargé" for ‘them. 

Turn your thoughts back for a minute to the early 
days of last summer wher at the urgent advice of the 
consuls the. missionaries in these two provinces came 
down reluctantly to the coast, leaving the Chinese 
church with that heavy burden of responsibility which 
some assumed. so lightly, and others with deepest re- 
luctance. 

At the end of January, 19 5, there arrived in Wu- 
chow, a city on. the West River, four Chinese men 
with long, matted hair and unkempt, straggling beards 
and faces bloated with the unhealthy signs of beriberi. 
They were four honored workers in the Alliance Mis- 
sion at Wuchow. Last summer, anxious and worried 
over the affairs of the mission they decided to ven- 
ture on-a journey to,Hong K to take counsel with 
their friend and leader, Mr. Jaffray, -It was a peril- 
ous undertaking and ythey foumd-40 their dismay that 
owing to the strike and boycott then at 4ts- height, it 
was impossible to get thro to their friend. At 
Kongmoon .the door was ¢ ; they went;to Macao 
and found. that there was no getting through that way. 
Then they actually pushed on right up to Shanghai, 


and there, too, they were entirely prevented from ac 
cess to the Golony of!Hong’ Kong. , 
Sad and’ disappointéd, they turned their faces horne- 
ward up the’ West itiver, realizing that they must 
put their whole trust in‘ God and:seek wisdom from 
him to“bear’ them. thixiugh this difficult ‘time of crisis. 


Sitting together on deck; the four men were just con- 


gratulating themselves on the ease and safety with 


‘which they were making their retiirn journey,’ when 


shots were firéd and it¥a moiment all was wildest con- 
fusion: .Armed men sprang ‘forward from among thé 
passenger's to lielp their comrades attacking from = with- 
out, and’ in a’*very short time passéngers and crew 
were completely overpowered. 

These four men were seized and searched with the 
rest. Mr. Chao had his most precious possession in 
his pocket —a ‘little Chinese New Testament which 
he had purchased some‘time before, fearing that if 
the antichristian movement grew stronger and he with 
others’ were cast into prison, they might deprive him 
of his Bible.‘ Realizing that they were being taken 
captive now, in the hope of a large ransom, he secretly 
removed from the Testament the photograph of his 
wife and child and destroyed it, —they would. per- 
haps strike the robbers as being well-dressed and pros- 
perous and the ransom demanded would be greater in 
proportion. But soon even the Testament was snatched 
from him, examined and thrown on the deck; he res- 
cued it; and again it was taken and thrown away. 
Thankfully he picked it up once more and hid it in 
his coat. It was to be his strength and stay for five 
long months of suffering! 

‘Thé captives were ‘bound and dragged ashore. Along 
lonely mountain tracks théy were driven, arms, tied 
fast and bound,: until the robbers, fearing that they 
might. stumble over the steep ravines, took knives and 
cut ‘their bonds, to the intense relief of the sufferers. 
On and‘on-until they” reached the robbers’ den, where 
they thanked’ God that they were not separated but 
flung with other prisoners into the same tiny room. 
The dead body of a former captive had‘already been 
removed from this room. Who would be the next to 
be carried out? 


Chained Together in the Robbers’ Den 


Four weary months they spent chained together by 
their necks.and ankles. If one wished to stand up, 
they must: perforce ‘all stand. - If one wished to lie 
down, then-all- must lie. Day afid. night the chains 
cut.into their flesh. It was impossible for one to turn 
on his side in his sleep without a cry of pain from his 
friends. 

In the morning a wet towel Would be given them 
which all four must make use of, and this in tropical 
summer weather. If one fell sick, they dare not let 
it be known, .for the sick captives were no more of 
any money value, and they would be taken out, tied 
to a tree and left to die. The stronger ones would 
fast and give their coarse provision to the weaker. At 
night they would lay their hands upon him and pray, 
and healing would come. Through the long, dark 
hours they prayed and God was with them. 

Tormented from head to foot with vermin, chafed 
by cruel chains, hungry and thirsty, they were yet able 
to rejoice in their God and to trust him for the ful- 
fillment of his promises. 

“We thought of that Chinese proverb,” they said, 
“the one that says, ‘When a man goes into the treas- 
ure mountains he must not return empty,’”’— and indeed 
they have not come out empty; they have come out re- 
joicing, bringing their spoils with them. What then 
did they find in the treasure mountain? 

First, they found that God was there—the God 
who had promised “When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with.’thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee.” : 4 

They found that his Word is true. He healed their 
sicknesses, gave them courage and victory, so that they 
could even laugh and see the humorous side of things. 

They found that their word as Christians was always 
trusted. The robbers relied absolutely on what the 
four men said. Their fellow captives when they 
wanted to ask a favor would whisper, “Hey, you 
Jesus-man, ask for me—they listen to you!” 

They found at least one soul hungry for the Bread 
of Life, and had an opportunity to preach Christ cru- 
cified and risen again to the robber chief himself, as 
well as to his men. : 

When the robbers suggested cutting off their cap- 
tives’ ears, some of: their number cried, “That will 
do no good They will not mind! And even if you 
kill them, they will.only rejoice that they will go all 

(Concluded on page 308) 
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E HAD set. March 1t for the visit to the site 

of our proposed excavations, but early in the 

morning Dr, Albright sent word that it was 
likely to be a wet, cold day, and that naturally it 
would, be very muddy in‘ the fields we must cross. 
On the whole it would be best to postpone our visit 
to the site to a better day. It was not actually rain- 
ing, and it did not threaten much rain; it was rather 
that the clouds just came down and scraped along 
the ground and smeared up everything that can be 
smeared, It was like what the Californians call a 
low fog; the rain does not actually fall, because it 
is already down; it just settles on one and soaks clear 
through. 

But the next morning the sum rose bright and clear, 
and Neby Samwil lifted its head high into the clear 
sky. The clouds had gone up into the heavens, a sure 
sign of their lightness. The wiseactes said, “It will 
not rain today.” The automobile came rushing up 
and we were off to find and explore Kirjath-sepher. 

The great military road to Hebron and Beer-sheba 
winds and twists and turns among the Judean hills 
and we rushed along at about twenty-five miles an 
hour. In a few minutes we passed Rachel’s tomb, 
sO conspicuous in its loneliness, and Bethlehem and 
Beit Jala on their two opposite hills making faces at 
each other. They are growing so rapidly that soon 
they will merge into one town and approach toward 
Jerusalem more rapidly, until before many years these 
towns will probably be no more than suburbs of the 
Holy City. Solomon’s Pools and the new-old Hebron 
water supply now as in the days of Pilate furnish 
Jerusalem with water. This strangely links the dead 
past with the living present. 


We Reach Hebron and Meet Old Friends 


At last the automobile stopped before the Jewish 
hotel in Hebron; we surrendered our bags to the 
porter and ourselves to the gentle guidance of a 
sturdy young Jewess, somewhat longer than she was 
bro who showed us at once “a large upper room 
furnished.” The floor stones were as cold as the 
stare Hebron Mohammedans give the “unbeliever,” 
and the walls were that eternal duck-egg blue seen 
upon walls in this land. But the place was clean; 
not a flea! The food was abundant, if somewhat 
strange to a Christian’s appetite. The water was ex- 
cellent, and the talk almost anything wanted from 
bookish English to Hebrew, Arabic, and Yiddish. The 
cost of it all was two dollars and a half a day. 

At the edge of town we had stopped a few minutes 
to pay our respects to Captain Bailey, the governor 
under the British mandate. The important posts are 
filled by Englishmen —and filled well. We arranged 
to have a meeting with the landowners at Tell Mir- 
sim in the — of the governor to sign a contract 
for lease of the land for excavations. We were glad 
to find that we were again to have with us two of 
our old friends of the Sodom and Gomorrah explora- 
tions, Mr. Makhouli of the Palestine Antiquities De- 
partment, and Joseph, a helper in the American Mis- 
sion at Kerek. : 

Leaving our luggage at the hotel and giving orders 
for dinner in the evening, we were soon off along 
the Beer-sheba road. The great buildings of the 
Russian hospice on the hill above Abraham’s Oak, so- 
called, lift their mute witness to Heaven in protest 
against the iniquity of the Soviet government which 
has stopped nearly all the good work that the Rus- 
sian church carried on. The hills in this part of 
Judea are stony and rugged, but the valleys are as rich 
as any in the world. What fields of wheat! No won- 
der the spies coming up from the desert were enthu- 
siastic over this land. In a little Jess than an hour 
we reached Dhaheriyeh. This place is marked on the 
maps of Palestine as Kirjath-sepher. Why it has 
been so identified, it would puzzle anyone to tell. Like 
a great many other places in this land, it seems to- have 
been chosen to represent an ancient important site, 
because it is easy to reach. It is a modern village 
and has. no very ancient ruins about it. There is no 
tell of rubbish at all; moreover, it is on the top of 
a great ridge impossible of fortification in the ancient 
fashion, and there is not the slightest indication that 
any attempt has ever been made to fortify it. Whether 
or not we shall be able to identify Tell Mirsim as 
ancient Kirjath-sepher, it is certain that Dhaheriyeh 
was not that great stronghold. 

We left our automobile here, took our raincoats, 
umbrellas, rubber shoes, and camera, not ‘forgetting 
our lunch, and set off over the mountains and val- 
leys and along muddy paths to Tell Mirsim. Five 
miles there, and five miles back! It is important in 
all explorations in the world and in literature and phil- 
osophy to remember that we must come back. Some 
go so far that they fail to get back. Now nature in- 


Last week’s issue of The Sunday School Times 
told of Dr. Kyle’s cablegram announcing finds at 
Tell Mirsim absolutely identifying it as Kirjath- 

‘ sepher of Joshua 15, and revealing facts far be- 
yond his expectations. This week’s series of 
letters from Dr. Kyle brings us down to the be- 
ginning of the actual work of excavation, the 
story of which will commence next week, and 
continue through later issues. 

Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions, at 
25 cents each, make it possible for you to share 
the remarkable story of the discovery of this 
Canaanitish and Israelite city with your friends. 
Such subscriptions should mention the Kyle series, 
and be sent immediately to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 

hia. Or, if you prefer, a sample copy of the 

imes and an announcement of this unusual series 
will be mailed to those whose names and ad- 
dresses you send im at once to the Times office. 








‘ended me to be a. walker, as every one knows who has 
walked with me; I do not have to put my feet down 
as often as most people. And my natural strength 
did not abate on this journey. On the top ef a high 
hill, with a glorious view of the Philistine Plain and 
the blue sea beyond, we rested and ate our lunch be- 
fore reaching Tell Mirsim. 

On the hillside opposite the ruin we found the men 
of the neighborhood awaiting us. Mohammed, whom 
we had sent on ahead, had brought them together. 
Among the mallows beside a wall they had spread rugs, 
as an honor to us, and there we sat while they crouched 
around; and the confabulation was on. 

They were a pleasant, genial lot. The conversation 
was rather general, interspersed with ringing laughter 
which told me matters were going on pleasantly. One 
of their number, a muktar of a neighboring town, had 
been appointed as a representative to negotiate with 
us, and it was arranged that all the parties should meet 
before the governor in Hebron to make and sign the 
contract. ith much handshaking and salaaming the 
interview was concluded, and we were at last free to 
cross the valley and examine the place we had come 
so far to see, 

We were not disappointed. Tell Mirsim is indeed a 
most promising ruin for examination, It was cheer- 
ing to learn that Dr. Fisher, the superintendent’ of 
such work on behalf of the Archeological Institute 
of America, had visited the place a little while ago 
and had pronounced it the most promising site he 
had seen in Palestine. Here is an ideal fortified town, 
occupying a little oval-shaped conical hill almost en- 
tirely surrounded by deep valleys. Where a little 
neck of land joined this hill to the range, a dry moat 
had been cut to complete the defenses at that point. 
It is gharacteristically also a High Place, for on the 
north side the valley is about eight hundred feet deep 
There two broad valleys meet. The city occupied the 
whole top of the hill, about three-fourths of a mile 
in. circumference. The wall is still clearly visible 
nearly all the way around the precipitous sides of the 
hill, It is of heavy, somewhat regular, but undressed 
stone. A long, sloping revetment was outside and be- 
low the wall much of the way around. It was solidly 
made and with just the slope for defense from. the 
wall above by bow and arrow. 


What Seems To Be a Uniqve “High Place” 


_The great gateway with its chambers, where the 
city fathers sat as in the days of Job, is clearly seen. 
Another most unique feature calls for careful exam- 
ination, — what seems to be a fortified roadway lead- 
ing directly to the gate of the city, which may be 
traced for miles across the mountains and valleys. 
Whether things are what they seem in this case, 
or not, we will know a little later. 

The most interesting feature, sticking right out of 
the top of the ruins, is seen in tops of pillars which 
seem to be the sacred pillars of the High Place —one 
of those places of worship at which the Israelites 
were forbidden. It is a most conspicuous spot; the 
ten sacred pillars show still seven stones above ground 
with the spaces of the missing ones plainly apparent. 
A puzzling feature of the ruin is the presence of two 
such rows of pillars, a unique arrangement, if it is 
really the High Place. The stones are not the stones 
of columns from a building, but, in every respect, are 
those of the sacred pillars of the High Place, roughly 
shaped, but not cut for building purposes. When we 
can search for the altar and the laver we shall know 
certainly what these things are. I have promised to 
keep the readers of the Times with us week by week. 
It may be expected that some surmises of one week 


may be changed by the certainties of the next week, 

_ We took a few pictures, and then “took up our cars 
riages,” which in this case consisted chiefly in length- 
ening our stride about six inches to shorten the return 
walk! We reached the automobile at Dhaheriyeh, and 
just about sunset came in. sight of the Vale of Mamre 
and then reached our hotel in Hebron. We had ene 
joyed a most successful day, and now a good dinner 
and a good sleep prepared us for the negotiations of 
the morrow. .That dinner was a real one; an appe~ 
tizer, a soup, sausage, and fried potatoes, boiled 
pigeon which had already made the acquaintance of 
the soup before it now went to join it, a fruit relish, 
— wonderful jumbo Jaffa oranges. No wonder we 
slept. 

Now began the sometimes nearly interminable bara 
gaining and maneuvering of Oriental negotiations; thé 
muktar was slow in coming, and would not seem m @ 
hurry; then he was quite noricommittal, but finally 
agreed to meet us between two and three o’clock to 
go before the governor. Again he delayed. We waited 
until after three and then wrote a message deferring the 
negotiations to a later time to be arranged. We would 
not seem in a hurry either! To seem to hasten is only 
to prolong the bargaining. 4 

In another week we may get through. 

JERUSALEM. 


WHILE waiting for the rains to cease and thé 
y¥ weather to warm up, for it is unusually cold 
this spring, we shall take a look around about at 
oe work being done, or planned, in Palestine and in 


gypt. 

The strange skull found near the lake of Galilee hag 
already been noticed in the Archeological Review in 
the Times. Now I. have had a good look at it and 
have a few things to remark by way of - first-hand 
knowledge. It looks like a ,Neanderthal skull and 
is claimed to be of the same race of men as the 
Neanderthal man. Doubtless it is so, which is only te 
say that, if it is a human skull at all, it belongs to 
the human race. It is a peculiar skull. Most of ug 
know that any day we may see on the street very, 
peculiar looking skulls whose owners still use them, 
This one has quite heavy overhanging eyebrows and 
the eye sockets are unusually large. There isa low, 
retreating forehead. One may see such in a collec 
tion of chimpanzees. I would have guessed it to bé 
the skull of a big chimpanzee—or a very small idiot! 
I suppose it may be assumed that idiots are not pecul- 
iarly the product of our high civilization, but that they 
actually did sometimes occur in the early ages of the 
human. race, 

The peculiarities of this skull do not impress mé 
as furnishing much reliable or important evidence. 
Where collections of these “primitive” skulls are set 
in contrast with ahnormal skulls of historic persons, 


as in the National Museum at Washington, or else- | 


where, the striking similarity is at once apparent, 
It is easily perceived that these famous skulls so much 
talked about do not signify much. It is only when 
some enthusiastic evolutionist panegyrizes these famous 
primitive men, as though they were intimate acquainte 
ances whom he was introducing to the world, that peo- 
ple are disturbed. As long as the search of the whole 
world produces so few of these examples of so-called 
early races of men, the only natural and logical inference 
is that they are abnormal examples, exactly as 
normal skulls may be found in any land among any 
people living today. Innumerable skulls of historic 
men are found; if these abnormal skulls represent 
races of men of bygone times, many of them also 
ought to be found. 


Excavations on a very extended scale, perhaps une . 


precedented scale, have been planned for Palestine 
this year. Our own work at Tell Mirsim is first, and 
is about to begin. Being farther south than any other, 
it is probable that we shall be able to begin actual 
outdoor work earlier than those farther north 
Mizpeh, long identified with the modern Neby 
Samwil, ‘is a very conspicuous site dominating Jeru- 
alem from the northwest. Dean Badé of the Pacific 
School of Religions thinks that the real.site of Mize 
h is some two or three miles farther north toward 
amalla and is going to dig there. The results will 
be interesting, though probably not very decisive. : 
little is told us about Mizpeh that a positive identifi- 
cation anywhere is unlikely, unless an inscription giv- 
ing the name be found. That is unlikely in Palestine, 
though it did occur in the discovery of the boundary 
stone of Gezer. : 
At Nablus, ancient Shechem, some forty-five miles 
north of Jerusalem Professor Ernest Sellin of the 
University of Berlin is planning to work. (I have 
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Lesson for June 6 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 23:9; 32:3 to 33:17 


learned he has actually begun, preceding our work a 


little.) This is a most interesting, a very promising 
locality. The story of Abraham, of Jacob, of Joseph, 
—even of our Lord himself is intimately associated 
with this ancient center of Palestine. The copious 
springs make it certain that this was always from the 
earliest times a center of populations and of activity. 

The next, and one of the greatest plans for this year 
as we go on toward north, is the work of the 
University of Chicago at the site of far-famed Megiddo, 
Though Megiddo figures rather more in the visions and 
figures of speech of prophecy than in the sober state- 


ments of history, it is quite possible that excavations 


there may reveal an astonishing archeological history 
of a long and early period. Schumacher dug some- 
what at this place, but it was before. archeological re- 
search was reduced to a real science. The work done 
then was a rather hurried and frenzied scratching for 
relics. Now a systematic and careful work is plan- 
ned to reveal the civilization in its completeness. The 
Rockefeller Fund has supplied the work with ap- 
parent abundant means, A rather elaborate house 
has been built as a residence for the staff, which is 
very nice for the staff, but does not contribute any- 
thing to prospects, as great things may be found by 
men living in tents. But we won't be jealous, for 
there is something rather romantic about roughing it 
while one explores; a glamor which living in much 
more comfort would utterly destroy. After all it is not 
money but skill and punctilious carefulness that count 
in successful research work, and Professor Fisher 
may be depended upon to supply all these qualitications 
and we may reasonably expect great things. We may 
even come to know much better than we now know the 
significance of Megiddo in prophecy. If there is 
nothing more discovered than that, it will still be well 
worth while. 


The great work planned for Beisan this year is 
suspended until September. It has already progressed 
to a most interesting point in early Israelite history and 


the beginning of pre-Israelite history. The next step. 


downward in the tell and back into the history will 
bring the investigation immediately into patriarchal 
times, and still beyond that. the heap of débris at that 
point suggests stretches of history that may well be 
to us in this fone ps age prehistoric. At least we 
may expect t upon 
Amorites of which the lamented Professor Clay 
sketched the dim outlines. 

Sensational Finds in Egypt 

At last the much heralded tomb in front of the 
Great Pyramid has been opened by Dr. Reisner. His 
full account of his great discovery may be expected 
soon, Theré is as yet only a rumor that this is not 
the tomb of Seneferu, as the reporters guessed, but 
of a relative, perhaps mother, of Khufu, the builder 
of the Great Pyramid. ; 

Related to this discovery is another recéntly made 
which presents a monument of a civil official of ancient 
Egypt which, after the fashion of Egyptian tomb- 
stones, recites in the- first person the life of the man 
to whom the monument is erected. Chronologers who 
have been so absolutely sure they were right in Egyp- 
tian dates are astounded to find this man saying that 
he served under Seneferu and Khufu and a king of 
the fifth dynasty. But these kings belong to what 
has been regarded as three dynasties, not reigns merely, 
— dynasties, and given in*the chronologies hundreds 
of years! I am more and more convinced that my 
persistent attitude of waiting in uncertainty for ex- 
act dates, while and until we got all the kings and 
events arranged in proper succession, is the correct at- 
titude. To tie-one’s opinions, and especially one’s 
faith, to specific dates in Ancient Egypt and Babylonia, 
or anywhere else in Biblical history, is a hazardous 
adventure. 


Another quite sensational find is announced by the 
Egyptian Gazette, a “cache” of mummies, which sharply 
reminds one of the celebrated find of Brugsch in 1887, 
when the great Pharaohs were first seen by the modern 
world, These last, however, do not seem to have been 
such important personages as the royal mummies. 
Nevertheless it is a notable discovery that may yet 
surpass anything' since the epochal_event which brought 
out the royal,:mummies. 


In the meantime, during the few days we must still 
wait before beginning to dig, I, in company with a 
number of others under the guidance of Dr. Albright 
of the American School, made a long tour by_auto- 
mobile down the Hebron road, west to Beit Jibrin, 
along the new road running north to connect with the 
Jaffa road at Bab el-Wad, the gateway to the moun- 
tains of Judea, and thence by the great military road 
to Jerusalem. 

We saw many things archeological, but the helpful 
feature of this ride was to get a clear understanding 
of the wonderful resources of the hill country between 
the mountains and the Plain, called the Shephelah; 
the bright green valleys, and the fine wheat fields of 
the world. In the olden days, as I remember my father 
swinging the cradle into the standing wheat, this looked 
as though a single cut would make a great sheaf. 

Palestine can be again a self-sustaining land of 
flocks and herds and abundant products of the field, 
but the vision some have of a land of worldly pros- 


shadowy Empire of the - 
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ing competing with other lands in the world’s mar- 
ts is certainly doomed to disappointment. The great- 
ness of the ancient Orierit was an Oriental greatness. 
There was then no Occidental civilization. The great- 
ness of that Oriental civilization can never again arise 
in competition with the Western world. ‘That this 
land can be fitted to a Western civilization is equally 
a delusion. It would be as easy to fit an Oriental civ- 


ilization to America, or an American civilization to - 


the Eskimo country. This is a land of the vine and 
the fig tree, the donkey and the camel. Only in a 
small way can the machinery and the hustle of the 
western world be introduced here. 

Another tour was madé which was more strictly 
archeological, yet, like the first, revealed more of 
present-day Palestine than of the land of the Canaan- 
ites. After a quick run from Jerusalem, which in these 
degenerate after-the-war days means a journey at 
from forty to fifty-five miles an hour, regularly tick- 
ing off the kilometers at thé rate of one a minute, we 
reached Afuli the mid-plain railway station. Here a 
powerful truck belonging to the excavations at Me- 
giddo, undertaken by the University of Chicago, met 
us to transport us to that ancient stronghold seven 
miles across the plain. We clambered rather promis- 
cuously upon this freight-truck. Any curiosity con- 
cerning the strange manner of our reception was soon 
satisfied when we reached the Kishon. It was hardly 
noticeable in its course over the plain. I could jump 
over it at points, but the expedients necessary to cross 
it with a vehicle‘ filled me.with the utmost sympathy 
with unfortunate Sisera. No wonder Deborah told 
Barak, whose ten thousand were gathered yonder at 
Tabor, when she saw the nine hundred chariots of iron 
lined up on the treacherous marshes of the Kishon, 
“The Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine hand.” 
When I saw the terrific, and sometimes futile, efforts 
of this powerful truck to get across, I understood why 
Sisera escaped “on his feet.” 

In the evening, after a long tramp over the ruins 
of Megiddo under the efficient guidance of Professor 
Fisher, I sat by my window overlooking the plain and 
penciled these thoughts for Times readers around the 
world. History overwhelms one here—and prophecy 
fills the heaven with lurid visions. Behind me is 
heaped up the débris of the age-long history of Me- 
giddo whose foundation is truly prehistoric. The enor- 
mous depth of its ruins can only have accumulated dur- 
ing all the millenniums of which history knows any- 
thing. In front of me is this wondrous beautiful plain 
from the hills of Galilee on the north around by Tabor 
and Little Hermon and Gilboa on the east to the moun- 
tains of Manasseh on the south. Here at this domin- 
ating mountain, one sees why the plain was called 
the plain of Megitido. On yonder Gilboa was fought 
the great battle with the Philistines in which Saul and 
Jonathan lost their lives and at Beisan beyond has 
recently been found the great temple of Ashtaroth in 
which their trophies were hung. Right in front, in 
the middle of the plain, Elijah ran before the chariot 
of Ahab from Carmel five miles to the west to Jezreel 
ten miles to the east. And yonder far away beyond 
all these scenes lies the lake where our Lord lived so 
much of his life, did so many of his wonderful works, 
and uttered so many of his deathless sayings. If we 
were only gifted with the prophetic sense to look for- 
ward and understand and interpret the weird visions 
concerning the world conflict at Armageddon! This 
only is certain; though we know so little of Megiddo’s 
past, it must have had a great past that its name 
should be a significant symbol of such appalling events 
of the future. 


In the next chapter of these chronicles will b. yin the 
day-by-day record of work at Tell Mirsim. Dr. Al- 
bright has been again to Hebron; the contract, a very 
satisfactory contrast, is signed; and this afternoon, 
March 29, we expect to start to our field of operations. 

JERUSALEM. 





BOUT two o'clock this afternoon, March 29, we 

— Dn. Albright, Dr. J. E. Wishart, and myself 
— with our cook for camp life, said good-by to our 
friends at Jerusalem and went down the Hebron road. 
At last we are off; after thirty years of looking for- 
ward in hope, and now after three weeks of waiting 
in Jerusalem for the rains to cease. We are on the 
way to uncover that old city which Caleb gave to his 
daughter for a marriage portion together with the 
upper and the nether ‘springs. I am trusting God, and 
wish above everything else to give him the glory for 
all that may be accomplished. 

Our first experience was the strange and not unpleas- 
ant one of running into the Passover customs of the 
Jews at the Hotel Eshel Abraham in Hebron, where 
these loyal Hebrews courageously extend their hos- 
pitality only in accord with the customs of the season. 
We had passover bread only. It looked like parch- 
ment, tasted like Scotch oatcake, and was not quite 
as slow of digestion as a pine shingle. While we ate, 
the family of the proprietor gathered about the table 
and chanted the ritual and drank the cups and were 
quite hilarious over it all. It is to them a joyous oc- 
casion. 

This is certainly the Vale of Mamre and it is no 
wonder Abraham was attracted here, and long after 
him, the spies. It was a pleasing experience to take 
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a ramble along the rich fields and gardens that cover 
the vale, but a sad and pathetic sight to look upon the 
great Russian hospice now so neglected by the Soviet 
government along with all else religious. 

Here is another chapter of the seemingly endless 
delays of the Orient. The camels could be promised 
only for early Wednesday morning, and the governor 
was holding court on Tuesday and could not attend 
to us. There was nothing for us to do but to wait 
over Tuesday. We did some good exploring to satisfy 
ourselves about the actual site of the old city of He- 
bron. At last Wednesday came, but not the camels! 
We waited a while, then sent out to the market place 
to hire others. But they, alas, were out in pasture 
and must be fetched! At last, 10.30, the camels did 
come — and went away again. At 11.30 they came in 
full. force and our goods were set out in parallel 
heaps between which the camels were made to kneel 
and were loaded. Dr. Albright got a horse which we 
promptly named Bucephalus. The rest of us with the 
muktar were to go by automobile. But now the auto- 
mobile did not come. So we ate lunch, one more lunch 
in civilization before taking to the wilds. At 12.30 the 
camels did start and at 1 o'clock the auto. 

In the morning an astonishing bit of news had come: 
we were cordially invited to the enjoyment of the hos- 
pitality of the muktar at his village the first night 
at our place of work. Arab hospitality is not to be 
neglected, and especially must we begin well with the 
man who is our go-between, our daysman, if you 
please. We resigned ourselves, but I went out and 
ransacked the town until I fownd a box of Keating’s 
powder! 

Our journey down the Beersheba road was delight- 
ful, until we turned off it, and then we were 
at the end of our troubles, the beginning end! We 
went over some road intended only for a caterpillar 
tractor or an airplane. But a Palestine chauffeur and 
a Ford can go over any road. At 5 P. M. we arrived at 
Tell Beit Mirsim and picked out a delightful place for 
camp, high and dry, with good air and a fine view. 
At 6 o'clock we started on to the s house, 
along a charming valley through fields of lush wheat 
coming into head, until at last we came to the moun- 
tainside and the auto was abandoned; like Sisera we 
went on our feet. 


Dining Out in True Arab Style 

There was an evening of true patriarchal hospitality. 
The account of it is not entirely archeological, but it 
is part of the career of an archeoldgist, and you must 
know the whole story, else you will lose the perspective. 

The muktar’s house was in fact a tent, a real Bedouin 
tent of black camel’s hair cloth. It was about fifty 
feet long and twenty feet wide, with a dust floor and 
a fire of camel’s dung burning in the center. About 
thirty men gathered to welcome us. Their hospitality 
was most touching. They brought two mattresses 
and two or three pillows for each of us and threw 
them down on the ground. I am sure these men 
robbed themselves to give us comfort. Most of them 
lay down to sleep afterward on the bare ground with 
a stone for a pillow. All our goods were brought in 
and put beside us. When we were made comfort 
able, these men formed-a long row and with face te 
Mecca said the fifth of the prayers of the day. They 
did not omit family prayers even when they had guests. 
They asked what we would have to eat and to drink, 
which was, of course, polite, as they had already ar- 
ranged the entertainment. They served us delicious 
Turkish coffee, then brought in a big pot of excellent 
tea and hot milk and great round thin loaves of Arabic 
bread as large as the head of an apple barrel. I felt 
a little disappointed, as I had promised Dr. Wishart 
a feast. But I did my best; I drank quantities of 
tea, and ate a whole loaf of that Arabic bread until 
I felt stuffed like a wheat bin. Then they served 
another coffee! I wrapped my traveling rug about me 
and dropped off to sleep. 

Dr. Albright came and informed us that what we 
had eaten was only an appetizer and that the feast was 
still to come. Shades of gormands, how were we to 
eat any more! Yet if we were to be archeologists in 
this community we must accept the hospitality of the 
people and do justice to it. The feast came about 
10.15. Heaped dishes of rice, and a great platter of 
rice with a boiled kid on top, a dish of vegetables and 
one of chopped meat brazed, a dip seasoned with some 
sort of Arab limburger, and tea, more tea. We ate! 
Then we had another cup of coffee, this time bitter 
Arabic coffee. And at last the welcome announcement, 
“Now, gentlemen, you may sleep.” That “may” was 
better grammar than we knew. After all that tea 
and coffee, I hardly slept a wink until 3 o'clock. And 
there was not a flea, “nor nothin,’” and my hunt for 
Keating’s powder had been futile for this occasion. 
Dr. Wishart remarked that he would not have missed 
that night’s experience for anything. It is not all a 
bed of roses upon which the archeologist rests. 

We started to camp next morning about 7 o'clock. 
It was the fast of Rammadan when there is nothing to 
eat or drink until after sunset, so we went off without 
breakfast. This lack we endeavored to supply by the 
fragments of a Iunch we had provided for the day 
before. But what cared we; we were actually at last 
going to begin to dig, to find things! And before we 
arrived, almost before we had well started, we came 
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upon the discovery we desired most of all — positive 
proof that this is Kirjath-se . We had noticed a 
great round hole in the ground as we passed along the 
night before. Now we discovered it to be a great 
valley well. It was about twelve feet in diameter, 
some fifty feet to the water, twenty-seven feet of 
which well was walled, and below that there was na- 
tive rock. It was a very old well, for the marks made 
by the ropes in drawing water were down in the sixth 
course of stones, about seven feet. This showed that 
as the ground filled up around the well, course after 
course of stones had been added, each in turn being 
worn into deep grooves by the running of the ropes. 

It will be recalled that I have already pointed out 
how the daughter of Caleb asked that, as she had been 
given the south country, she might be given springs 
of water, and she was given the “upper springs, and 
the nether springs.” If two such water supplies could 
be found for one city, in this land of few springs, it 
would be almost of itself proof of this identification 
of Kirjath-sepher. But the Hebrew word used in this 
passage is not the word for “spring,” but is the word 
for a receptacle which might be a well, or a cistern or 
a reservoir, The same word is used in Egyptian Arabic 
for a water bottle, though not so used now in Syria. 
Then the words for “upper” and “nether” in the ac- 
count of these “springs” mean “the going-up-way” and 
“the-under-way.” Now this great well is about a 
mile up toward the mountains from the tell. A few 
days later we discovered another sjmilar well a mile 
or so down toward the south. country, the under way. 
It had also the same indubitable marks of great age. 
Though less in diameter, it was about the same depth 
to the water. The water of this well was excellent; 
it is now our water supply in camp. Thorzh other 
wells were near by, one abandoned, the other used in 
rainy season. It was most interesting to learn that 
the natives today. give the same descriptive distinction 
of wells in this valley as “upper” and “lower.” It is 
the national topography. 

The circle of the two wells included about seven 
of these beautiful rich valleys, so that the in- 
heritance, rather marriage portion, of Caleb’s daughter 
was a rich and valuable one, the “field” she asked 
(Josh. 15: 18), and these two wells and this “field” now 
become cumulative proof of the identification of Kir- 
jath-sepher. Such and so many topographical marks 
would not be duplicated. 

We spent about two hours that first morning in 
setting up our tents and at 9.35 we actually began to 
dig. Much of the line of the city wall was clearly 
visible, and we set the seven men, with whom we began, 
at work tracing the course of the encircling city wall 
on both sides of the great gateway. The description 
of what we found must wait for another letter. 

Life is not humdrum at our camp. We have plenty 
of good food and excellent water. There are enough 
snakes and scorpions to keep us wide awake. A sol- 
dier with a formidable looking gun keeps guard over 
us and an old watchman sits amid the tents at night 
and hails anyone who puts a head out, and He who 
slumbereth not nor sleeps keeps watch over all. But 
we are happy and thankful and look forward to great 
things that are, indeed, already visible. The site was 
certainly occupied from 1700 B. C. to 600 B. C., thus 
covering the whole period of Israelite history from 
the conquest to the destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, 
and had also a long Canaanite history back almost, if 
not quite, to the time of Abraham. The evidence for 
these things will appear in due time. 

Tett Beir Mirsim. 


“The Storming of Heaven” 
By Ernest Gordon 


E HAVE a precise and documented account of 

the atheist campaign in Russia which ought to 

open the eyes of those who tell us that all’s 
well in the infernal paradise of the Russian pro- 
letariat. Die Erstiirmung des Himmels1 (“The 
Storming of Heaven”) is the work of Russian students 
in exile, who have gathered and sifted this official 
evidence and issued it in a brief, repulsive story. 

The Bolshevists use military language in their anti- 
religious propag@nda. They are now “engaged on 
the religious front,” have “thrown a storming col- 
umn against the entrenchments of heaven.” 

heirs is no mere anti-clerical campaign. “Our 
anti-religious activities,” writes Stepanoff in his hand- 
book, “Tasks and Methods of the Anti-Religious 
Propaganda,” “have passed over from a war on 
priests to a war on God.” Let no Christian, however 
“modern,” think to escape the storm of blasphemy. 
“Every blow against the religion of the old régimé 
must be a blow against religion in general,” he con- 
tinues. “It were bad if Belief were to cast off part 
of its armament and then dig into new entrench- 
ments. A real scientific communism has as little to do 
with liberal Protestantism as with the crassest Greek 
Orthodoxy.” 
Yet be it noted this fanatic would use just the 


1Die Erstirmung des Himmels, Verlag d. Kulturliga, 
Berlin, 3 Mark so Pfennig. 
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“religious-historical” weapon to break down Chris- 
tianity which is being employed in our seminaries 


and colleges. “Our battle against religion will pro- 
ceed slowly,” declares Stepanoff, “as long as the 
chairs in our universities on the history of religion 


are unfilled. Absolutely necessary are the following 


courses,—the origin of religion, the religions of the. 


ancient East, Greece, ‘and Rome, the old Israelite re- 
ligion, the rise of Christianity and its later history.” 

The propaganda is organizing a “great net of 
atheist cells” in the colleges and middle schools. 
What are these cells? They dre units of convinced 
atheist young people who agitate for atheism among 
their school comrades, The army is an especial field 
for this prapaganda, Young recruits are treated to 
atheist lectures. As they are illiterate peasant boys 
to a large extent, they are plastic to the teaching of 
the agitators. 

Anti-religious museums are being opened. Prizes 
are offered for the best atheist articles, dramas, and 
poems. For the large Procharoff factory with its six 
thousand workmen a paper has been started with the 
title “Neither God nor Master.” At the office of The 
Atheist, Soviet Place, Moscow, nothing but atheist 
literature is sold, but it comes out in immense edi- 
tions. Posters, often illustrated, are sent from this 
office to the communist ldcal clubs with the order, 
“This poster must be placed in the ‘cell’ meeting- 
places, in offices and on factory walls.” 

Some time ago, in the club of the Moscow gar- 
rison, Trotzki and Luntarcharski being present with 
five thousand Red Guardists, a formal court was 
staged to which God was summoned for trial because 
of various disgraceful deeds charged against him, 
and, on his non-appearance, was convicted in contu- 
maciam, for contempt of court. These mock -trials 
are now a regular feature of the communist propa- 
ganda. 

Another, W. Malinotschka, is praised for having 
arranged during the whole of Good Friday week 
lectures on the history of civilization and on theories 
of an anti-religious character. 

Pravda of Moscow relates the following scene. 
The school teacher asks the children, “Who believes 
there is a God?” Three, four, seven hands come 
up; then two presently sink down again. 

“Who is against God?” A forest of hands shoot 
into the air. There is a great shout. God is beaten! 

Again, in a communist paper this telegram appears: 
“The children and teacher of the Beshezk school have 
voted not to celebrate Easter.” 

The new Red Star in the East is to take the place 
of the Star of Bethlehem, they tell us. ‘We, the 
godless,” write “the Pioneers” of the Khamenovniki 
Club, Moscow, “are waging war against our religious 
parents.” The cortrast is often drawn between the 
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old parents, with their obsolete superstitions, and the 
young, vigorous atheists of the future. 

Christmas and Easter are times of special anti- 
Christian demonstration, atheist carnivals, in which 
young communists dress in imitation of gods, of 
peieete, or of rabbis, They cry out, “Hail thee, oh 

arx, thou miracle worker !” 

Scores of such demonstrations take place in Russian 
cities. Columns of young revolutionists draw through 
the streets singing anti-Christian hymns, and ending 
with'a public burning of “the gods.” At times they 
press into the churches with brass band playing before 
them, breaking up the service. One procession of this 
type finally halted in the gray of the early morning to 
hold an anti-religious meeting at the graves of fallen 
comrades. Such are “the victories over Easter.” 

The festivals open with “serious lectures on science 
and religion.’ Then follow dramas and poems. 
One piece that had special success was “The Business 
House of God and Son.” A version of the Car- 
magnole is sung and danced, with such lines as: 

, We need no rabbis, we need no priests, 

Smite the bourgeoisie, choke the rich; 
All gods we'll drag down to the earth, — 
Dance the Carmagnole! 


Russia is swarming with paid spies of the Tcheka. 
The clergy are a special mark of their observation 
and denunciation. Thousands of such denunciations 
are reported in the press. The Tcheka is nothing 
less than an atheist Inquisition. Along with the 
“liquidation” of the churches, }. e., their confiscation 
and use as clubs, café chantants and theaters, has gone 
the sequestration of priests’ homes. Some churches 
have been burnt. In some, distilleries have been 
erected. From official protocols it appears that in 
the Don territory and the Charkoff government not a 
single church has escaped desecrating and befouling. 

Now is your hour and the power of darkness! 
Russia is like a great volcano in eruption. ° There is 
a hellish glare in the sky,— chaos, hate, and meaning- 
less destruction. Here we have man’s utopia when 
man is banded against the throne of God. “Let the 
millennial imbecility be rooted out,” cries Comrade 
Krinizki, It is the hoarse echo of what we hear in 
Boston. “The doctrine of the Second Coming of 
Christ,” writes the editor of the Unitarian organ, 
The Christian Register, “is more heinous and rotting 
to the soul than polygamy, witch-burning, and slavery 
combined.” Not so did the Apostle speak. When He 
comes whose right it is to reign we. shall have not 
times of terror, but times of refreshing; not times of 
conflict and disorganization, but times of restitution 
of all things. For God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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With the Fundamentalists at Toronto 


Inspiration and ringing testimony for the faith at the Eighth 
3s Association 


By James H. Hunter 














the Lord Jesus Christ as Prophet, Priest, and 

coming King, and the Bible as the unique and 
inspired Word of God. Today in Toronto and in 
many other places of North America thousands are 
thanking God for the rich messages of inspiration and. 
strength they received as the abundant glories of di-. 
vine grace were unfolded at the Eighth Convention 
of the World’s Christian Fundamentals Association, 
which met in Toronto from April 26 to May 2. One 
is almost lured to the use of extravagant terms in at- 
tempting any description of the various sessions as 
these valiants-for-truth contended earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints. Time and space 
would fail utterly to give an adequate conception of 
the feast of fat things that was spread for those who 
cared to attend. 

It is unfortunate that newspaper reports do not and 
cannot tell all the story of what is accomplished at 
such gatherings as these. To those who were con- 
tent to remain outside and base their opinions on what 
appeared in the local press, there may have been some 
justification for the charge that the convention ap- 
peared to be doing nothing but “knocking Modernism 
and Evolution,” as one man remarked to the writer. 
As a newspaper man, perhaps I might give here the 
explanation of this, 

Reporters are sent out to get news, or what, in re- 
porting parlance, is called a “story.” It was a famous 
American journalist, Horace Greeley, who once re- 
marked when ‘asked what constituted news that if 
you saw a dog bite a man that was an everyday oc- 
currence and had nothing of news in it, but if you saw 
the man bite the dog that was news. It is this prin- 
ciple that is followed in covering most assignments on 
a newspaper. To hear the Word of Life unfolded in 
all its richness and beauty, to have the heart thrilled 
and the soul refreshed as some Spirit-taught teacher 
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brings things old and new from out the . wondrous 
treasury of God, or to listen to the appeal of God's 
love in our blessed Lord that brings sinners weeping 
to the feet of Christ is, unfortunately, not considered 
in modern newspaper journalism a “story.” But to 
say that Evolution must be abolished from tax-paying 
schools, that you have knowledge of a fish that could 
have swallowed Jonah, or that a certain denomination 
has become captured by Modernism, provides the sen- 
sationalism on which too many newspapers thrive and 
headlines are based. It is thus too easy to form an 
erroneous impression of the real intent, purpose, and 
message Of a meeting. “Come and see,” was ever the 
answer of the writer to the question, “Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?” : 

By address and resolution the convention pledged 
itself as standing for the great fundamental verities 
of God’s Word, as utterly opposed to the soul-destroy- 
ing teachings of Evolution in tax-paying schools, and 
set its face like a flint against the subtle, pernicious 
doctrines of a Modernism that robs men of their_faith 
in the Word of God, puts ethics in the place of Christ, 
and substitutes for the redemptive work of our Saviour 
and Lord a false, optimistic confidence in the sin-cursed 
human nature of man. : 

The convention opened with three Sunday sessions 
in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, and it was there, with 
the exception of two days when it met in Massey Hall, 
that all sessions were held. Throughout Canada this 
church is noted for its uncompromising stand for 
fundamental truth.. Its pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields, is 
one of the most powerful exponents of evangelical 
Christianity in the Dominion today. While the morn- 
ing and afternoon sessions were not attended as well 
as one might have wished, it was a joy to see the 
large audiences that crowded the church to capacity 
for the evening services. If there was one hymn 
that was asked for and sung more than another it 
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‘ Lesson for June 6 
Genesis 2§ : 19-34; 26 : g4 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 


was that song of the soul which epitomizes in its open- 
ing lines the whole spirit of the convention, 


How firm a féundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word. 


The three addresses of the opening Sunday were typ- 
ical. The Rev. T. I. Stockley, of Jamaica, made glad 
our hearts with his exposition of the Scriptures re- 
garding the great theme of “Justification by Faith.” 
* Dr. Arthur Brown, noted surgeon of Vancouver’ tes- 
tified of his faith in the Bible as the very Word of 
* God, and showed, as'a scientist and medical man, 
how the theory of Evolution rested upon a false and 
unproved basis. Dr. Shields addressed an immense 
congregation on “The Inevitable Triumph of Funda- 
mentalism.” : 

From the point of view of general importance per- 
haps the most outstanding feature of the convention 
was the adoption of a resolution looking to the estab- 
lishing of a foundation for the advancement of Chris- 
tian education to be known as the Bryan Foundation 
for the Advancement of Christian Fundamentalist Ed- 
ucation. The report of the plan and the resolution 
were presented by James S,.Luckey, President of 
Houghton College, Houghton, N. Y. By this resolu- 
tion it is proposed to attempt to raise the huge sum 
of twenty-five million dollars, to be under the direc- 
tion of a Board of Trustees. elected by the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association Without a doubt 
such a plan as this, should it come to full fruition, 
will provide a tremendous impetus to the teaching of 
the evangelical doctrines of the Christian faith, and 
will go a long way toward defeating the campaign 
of Modernism that is spreading like a cancer through- 
out the university life of today. 

The anti-evolution note was strongly pronounced 
throughout, and the illuminating addresses of Dr. Ar- 
thur Brown did much to clarify the subject in the 
minds of many and show them the unwarranted as- 
sumptions upon which the whole theory rests. Yeo- 
man service in this respect was also rendered by the 
President of the convention, Dr. W. B. Riley, of Min- 
neapolis. 

It is useless to close one’s eyes to the fact that 
the teachings of the evolutionary hypothesis have per- 
meated every department of the university life of our 
cities. Some idea of the interest taken in. the ques- 
tion in Canada may be had from the fact that, follow- 
ing an address by Dr. Arthur Brown when he showed 
that neither the blood-precipitation test nor the so- 
called vestigial remains of useless organs had proved 
the evolution theory, he received the following day 
109 questions upon the subject, which caused him to 
cancel his scheduled address on “Men, Monkeys, and 
Missing Links,” and instead to answer a few of the 
questions that had been sent to him. Without doubt 
there is an ever-increasing conviction among laymen 
that too long have they adopted an easy-going toler- 
ance toward this hypothesis of evolution that is steal- 
ing the very birthright from their children in the 
schools of the land, is substituting the speculations 
of Darwin for the divine certainties of Jesus Christ, 
and a philosophy of naturalism and materialism for 
the evangelical regenerating faith of the Christian 
Church. The addresses of Dr. Riley were listened to 
with the closest attention, and much good will re- 
sult from his able and brilliant presentation of the 
case for the prohibition of the teaching of Evolution 
in tax-supported schools. 

To the memory of William Jennings Bryan neble 
tributes were paid, occupying an entire evening of the 
convention. A resolution of appreciation of the work 
of the Great Commoner was adopted. 

Two notable addresses were delivered by Clinton S. 
Howard of Rochester, N. Y., one of these being 
on the subject, “Was Jesus Myth, Man, or God?” 

Mr. Howard is a man small in stature, but he 
brought his. hearers a tremendous message. For over 
two hours he held his audience of two thousand peo- 
ple under the spell of his oratory while he unfolded 
the richness of the Gospel story, and showed how un- 
tenable was the position that Jesus was anything less 
than God. Here are a few of the concluding sentences 
of his address: 

“If Jesus was only a man, he could not have been 
a good man and hoaxed the world by claiming that 
he was the Son of God. Jesus an imposter? The 
idea is preposterous. Jesus a myth? The idea is 
monstrous. Such a character as Jesus could not have 
been the invention of an evil mind; such an institu- 
tion as the Church could not have survived the cen- 
turies built upon a foundation of deceit, falsehood, and 
fraud. The ethics of the Christian religion belie the 
possibility. Promising peace, poverty, and persecu- 
tion to those who first embraced it, in less than three 
centuries Christianity had shattered the political, in- 
dustrial, and social institutions of the civilized world. 

“The church of Jesus Christ, founded in a despised 
and conquered province of the Roman Empire, under 
the heel of a military despotism, among a despised 
people, under the yoke of the oppressor, in one of the 
crudest, darkest, bloodiest, and most sensuous periods 
of human history; championed by men without learn- 
ing, without money, without property, without social 
standing, despised, hounded, sawn asunder, torn by 
the wild beasts, burned at the stake, persecuted by the 
priests and prohibited under pain of death by the state; 


, still governs the ages.’ 
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founded by a Carpenter born in a stable, reared in 
poverty, exiled in childhood, forgotten in youth, who 
after only three years of activity was executed as a 
malefactor, as an infidel, blasphemer, and traitor, — 
this Church has stood for two thousand years as a 
living testimony of Jesus Christ, who as Jean Paul 
Richter says: 
and the. Mightiest among the holy, lifted with his 
pierced hands empires off their hinges, turned the 
stream of the centuries out of their channel, and 
He was not a myth; he was 
not a man; he was God.” 

Mention must also be made of the addresses of that 
veteran Fundamentalist, Dr. Munhall. His words 
were an inspiration and a delight to all who heard him, 
and his remarkable address of almost two hours on 
“The Book of Books” was fraught with: blessing, 

It was a matter of deep regret to those present 
that a number of the speakers on the program were 
unable to attend. These included Dr. Frank Norris 
of Texas, and Dn Mary Stone and Miss Jennie Hughes 
of China, whose marvelous work in the East was 
vividly described by Dr. Munhall. 

What has been the net result of the convention? 
There are many to whom it has been as the voice 
of the living God warning of the dangers existing 
in the present situation, and showing the utter im- 
possibility of any compromise between evangelical 
Christianity and the destructive sterility of the teach- 
ings of Modernism and Evolution. Thousands have 
been awakened to a sense of the peril that is under- 
mining the foundations of many of the educational in- 
stitutions of the land and destroying the evangelical 
message of the Christian church. 

There are many others to whom the messages have 
come with uplifting strength, confirming more and 
more their faith in God’s Holy Book, enriching their 
souls, and deepening their love for our blessed Lord 
as the deep things of the Scriptures have been re- 
vealed to them, and sending them forth with renewed 
strength and confidence in the inspiration and_infal- 
libility of the Bible, to contend more earnestly for the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. 

ToroNrTOo. 


omnia 


AMONG the resolutions adopted by ‘the convention, 
the following are particularly significant : 


ON EVOLUTION 


Whereas, we have weighed intelligently and scientifically 
pei available facts in all realms of scientific investigation; 
an 


Whereas, believing that we are not only intellectually 
capable, but spiritually guided, in our interpretation of the 
above facts with which we are quite familiar, and to which 
we have applied a sane, sincere and God-given judgment; 


‘Being the Holiest among the mighty. 
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Therefore, we desire to express in the most emphatic and 
unequivocal manner our definite, deep and abiding convic- 
tion that the Holy Bible, God’s inerrant Word, speaks 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, when it 
asserts that creation and not evolution is God’s ‘method of 
bringing into being all the living organisms, including man; 
on earth today. 

Further, we wish to emphasize the fact that we reject as 
utterly baseless and unscientific and unscriptural, the theory 
of man’s bestial origin. We assert that man in his body, 
soul and spirit is absolutely and wholly the product of God's 
creative power; that man is made in the image of God and 


has no genetic or blood relationship with any of the lower 
animal kingdoms. 


ON WORLDLINESS 


Whereas, the social life of the age is clad in the purple of 
lasciviousness, steeped in sensuality, and stamped all over 
with the mark of the beast, society seems keyed up to the 
“lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life,” 
worldliness has become rampant in Protestantism, and many 
of our churches are permitting wordly standards to obtain, 
and the most worldly practices are countenanced; and 

Whereas, we hold that the Church of God is an institution 
that cannot afford to bow the knee to Baal, we deeply de- 
plore worldliness in the church that leads to theater going, 
dancing, gambling, Sabbath desecration, and devotion to 
pleasures that destroy the soul; 


Therefore, we call upon the churches to come out from 
among the ungodly and touch not the unclean thing, and to 
break with all unholy alliances which grieve the Holy Spirit 
and rob the church of her power and soul-saving efficiency. 


ON REVIVAL 


Whereas, the apostasy from the faith on the part of 
pulpit, the worldliness and unspirituality in the pews, 
alarming conditions morally throughout the nations, 
breakdown of home life, the lack of respect for all 
thority in community life, the atheistic philosophy of the 
schools, the putrefaction of contemporary literature, and 
the indecency and damning influences of modern amuse- 
ments, reveals the need of a sweeping revival; and 


Whereas, in this day of appalling need we call upon 
Christians everywhere throughout the world to pray 
earnestly and prevailingly for a Heaven-sent world-wide 
revival that shall awaken the Church, put the pulpit on fire, 
make soul-winning the chief business of Christians, bring 
conviction of sin upon the sinners and the fear of God upon 
the community and the nations; 


Therefore, we call upon Christians on every continent to 
keep the Fourth Day of July, 1926, as a day of prayer, when 
churches and homes be opened everywhere for importunate 
prayer. We urge all Christian magazines and newspapers 
in every country, in every language, to broadcast this ap- 
peal, and every evangelical pastor to announce the appeal 
and preach on “Prayer and Revival” on the Sunday that 
precedes the day suggested for prayer. Shall we not have 
such a day of prayer as the world has never seen, and which 
will bring about results so far-reaching that hell shall be 
poorer and Heaven richer, and earth encircled with blazing 
revivals that bring the multitudes to the Christ of Calvary? 
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What it meant to a great nation and how it 
threatened God’s plan of redemption 








A Quarrel Between Two Brothers 
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By Frances E. Siewert 

















| Seema mea 


In some mountainous regions a shout may set into motion an avalanche of snow that will bury a whole 


village. 


In this article, the writer shows how the angry words that passed between Jacob and Esau, although 


forgotten and forgiven by them, resulted in an enmity that threatened the very existence of God’s Chosen 


People. 


6¢TEHOLD,” exclaimed James, “how great a matter 

a little fire kindleth!” It is said that if the 
thirty pieces of silver which Judas Iscariot received 
for betraying Jesus had been put out at four percent 
interest, valuing each piece at fifty cents, the Judas 
Foundation would today represent a pile of gold 
larger than the earth. With a persistence similarly 
astounding grew the trouble between Jacob and Esau 
over the stolen blessing of their father. 

It was only a quarrel between two brothers in the 
beginning, and in later years each of them generously 
forgave the other; yet eventually it cost the lives of 
tens of thousands of people, deprived two kings of 
their thrones, caused the destruction of a nation, 
threatened the life of the Psalmist David, and, had 
not an angel been sent to intervene, the feud might 
have brought about the death of the Saviour of the 
world before his mission had really begun. 

_Jacob and Esau apparently forgot their quarrel and 
died at peace with each other, but their children did 
not forget. Uncle Jacob had been a cheating deceiver, 
and Esau’s children hated him. Uncle Esau had 
threatened his brother’s life, and Jacob’s children 
could not overlook it. For centuries the feud smol- 
dered, and at the first opportunity it burst into flame. 
When Israel, the offspring of Jacob, came up out of 
Egypt, and was laboriously making her way toward 
Sinai, it was the Amalekites, descendants of Esau, 
who blocked the path and forced a fierce battle which 
lasted all day long. “When Moses held up his hand, 
Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, 


The study will be useful as a sidelight on the International Uniform Lesson in this issue of The 
Sunday School Ti : 


mes. 


Amalek prevailed.” “And Joshua discomfited Amalek 
and his people with the edge of the sword.” 

When the Israelites defied Moses and made their 
first attempt to get ifito Canaan, “the Amalekites came 
down, . . . and smote them, and discomfited them.” 
When the Israelites again attempted to go into the 
promised land, the Edomites, descendants of Esau, 
refused to let them pass through their country, and 
the weary travelers, though kinsmen, were compelled 
to go around it. 

Throughout the time of the Judges the Amalekites 
continued hostile to Israel. At one time they assisted 
the Midianites in keeping the chosen people for seven 
years in the most cruel servitude described in sacred 
history. The victims were compelled to live in caves 
and among the rocks, cultivating their fields secretly, 
only to see their crops harvested and their flocks 
driven away by the enemy. It was because of the 
oppression of the Amalekites and their allies that 
Gideon was threshing wheat and hiding it in a wine 
press when the angel came to call him to liberate 
his people. 

When Israel had become firmly established in Ca- 
naan, and Saul was on the throne, God commanded 
the king to exterminate the Amalekites. Saul failed 
to execute this command fully, sparing. Agag, the 
enemy’s ruler. Saul’s kingdom was therefore taken 
away from him and given to David, while Agag was 
“hewed in pieces.” 

But before Saul had actually given up his throne, 
he attempted to kill his recognized successor, David, 
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wiw fled to Nob, where he was aided by a priest. But 
Doeg, a descendant of Esau, hating David, the de- 
scendant of Jacob, reported the matter to King Saul; 
and Doeg was made the executioner for the eighty- 
five priests of Nob, together with their wives and 
their! children, their servants, and even their cattle. It 
had. been only a quarrel between two brothers seven 
hundred years before, but innocent humanity paid a 
bloody toll for it that day. If Doeg had succeeded 
in killing David also, the promises of a Saviour who 
should be the Prince of the house of David could 
never have been fulfilled; for at this time David had 
no heir. 

Not only did the bitter hostility between the families 
of the twin brothers continue until the fall of the 
kingdom of Judah, but it broke out afresh in Shushan, 
the headquarters of her Babylonian captivity. Queen 
Esther was wise enough to hide from her husband, 
Ahasuerus, and his people, the fact that she was one 
of the nation’s captives and a Jewess; but her uncle, 
Mordecai, could deceive no one as to his nationality. 
Haman, the king’s favorite, a descendant of Esau, 
recognized in Mordecai a descendant of Jacob, and at 
a glance strife was rampant between them. Jacob’s 
representative refused to bow to Esau’s offspring. 
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The mere death of Mordecai was too small a boon 
for Haman to ask in payment for the insult; so he 
contrived to get an order from the king demanding 
the slaughter of every Jew in the kingdom. For this 
balm for his ancestral~grievance Haman paid from 
his own resources an amount equal to almost twenty 
million dollars, Esther’s timely intervention resulted 
in another decree being sent forth by which the Jews 
were permitted to defend themselves, and more than 
seventy-five thousand people lost their lives. 

Through the length of the Old Testament the story 
of the quarrel continues; and in the opening chapters 
of the New Testament it springs out anew, when in 
the death of the babes of Bethlehem Herod, a de- 
scendant of Esau, seeks to destroy Jesus, the King of 
the Jews. It had been_only a quarrel between two 
brothers, but tens of thousands of lives were sacrificed 
to it; and who can say that much of the hatred and 
persecution of the Jews of today is not a continuation 
of the insatiable greed of the monster of hatred which 
was born in the breast of Esau for Jacob his 
brother more than thirty-six centuries ago? No 
wonder the. Word declares, “Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer.” 

CiLay CEenrerR, Kan. 








A floral rainbow exercise for seventeen children 











Children’s Day in Your Sunday School 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 














HE arrangement suggested is as follows: The 
first child should stand upon q slightly elevated 
platform above all the others, while the second and 
third children should stand at either side of her. The 
other children are grouped seven on each side of the 
platform, and at. the close of the exercise numbers four 
and five should be at the outer ends, numbers sixteen 
and seventeen at the inner ends of the lines. The 
material for the arch of the rainbow should be of soft 
texture and soft colors, the strips sewed together for 
about a yard in the center, and loops fastened at the 
ends of the sewed part to be slipped around the wrists 
of the first child, All the strips are arranged in an 
open tray or basket without a handle in such a way 
that the outer ends are easily found by numbers two 
and three and given to each child as she comes to the 
elevated platform at the close of her recitation. The 
basket is held by number one until the close when one 
of her helpers removes it and she holds out the strips 
fastened to her hands to make the centér of the rain- 
bow arch. Numbers four to seventeen, of course, 
hold the outer ends of the strips to complete the arch 
formation. If possible, the children are dressed in the 
same colors as the flower they mention and the strip 
of the arch they carry, and with wreaths of the flowers 
ee, Sw heads, but if not, they may all be dressed 
in white. 


First Child — 

When the raindrops have been falling 
From the sky so dark and gray, 

And all suddenly the sunshine 
Through a torn cloud makes its way, 

Then we shout for very gladness 
As we raise our eyes on high, 

There to see the bow of promise 
God has stretched across the sky, 


Second Child —- 
Many days no lovely rainbow 
Shines for us so far away. 
Are there not some bits of rainbows 
For God’s children every day? 


Third Child — 
Yes. Our loving heavenly Father 
Puts his flowers about our feet, 
Like wee scraps of shining rainbows 
That his messages repeat. 


Fourth Child (on the right, wearing scarlet gera- 
niums) — 
Flaming in the summer sunshine, 
Do the red geraniums grow. 
“Courage,” do they cry “our splendor 
Does God’s mighty power show.” 


~~ he hild (on the left, wearing scarlet geraniums 
so — 
“Come, behold, the works of the Lord.” “For 
he hath done marvellous things.” “He hath shewed 
his people the power of his works.” 


Sixth Child (on the right, wearing orange nastur- 
tiums) — 
O’er the stone walls, bright nasturtiums 
Do their glowing colors spill. 
“Trust,” they say, “the God who made us 
Can his purposes fulfill.” 


Seventh Child (on the left, wearing nasturtiums also)— 


“There is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither 
are there any works like unto thy works, ,.. For 


thou art great, and doest wondrous things.” “Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in thee.” 


Eighth Child (on the right, wearing buttercups)— 
Golden as the very sunbeams, 
Buttercups the meadows strew. 
“Do not fret,” they say, “God clothed us, 
And will clothe his children too.” 


Ninth Child (on the left, wearing buttercups also)— 
“If God so clothe the grass of ithe field, . . . shall 

he not much more clothe you. . .? for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.” 


Tenth Child (on the right, wearing ferns and grasses) — 
Ferns and grasses, like a garment, 
O’er the earth God’s hand has laid. 
“O rejoice,” they cry, “God never 
Can forget the world he’s made.” 


— Child (on the left, wearing ferns and grasses 
also)— 
“Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy 


work,” “Who maketh grass to grow upon the 
mountains.” 


Twelfth Child (on the right, wearing forget-me-nots )— 
Sweet forget-me-nots are blooming 
In their robes of heavenly blue. 
“O forget him not,” they whisper, 
“He who made us made you too.” 


en Child (on the ieft, wearing forget-me-nots 
also) — 
“Remember now thy Creator.” “All things were 


made by him.” And “He hath made every thing 
beautiful in his time.” 


Fourteenth Child (on the right, wearing dark blue 
cornfiowers)— 
Darkly blue, like skies at midnight, 
Bloom the cornflowers slim and frail. 
“God is truth,” they say, “ard never 
Can his works or promise fail.” 


Bab Child (on the left, wearing cornflowers 
also)— 

“The works of his hands are verity and judgment ; 
all his commandments are sure. They stand fast 
for ever and ever, and are done in truth and up- 
rightness.” “All his works are done in truth.” 


Sixteenth Child (on the right, wearing violets) — 
Violets bloom in fields and woodlands 
Ere the summer days begin. 
“Hone,” they say, “though death seemed victor, 
In God’s springtime life must win.” 


Seventeenth Child (on the left, wearing violets also)— 
_“Now, Lord, . . . my hope is in thee.” “Thou 
visitest the earth, . thow greatly enrichest it... 


Thou blessest the springing thereof.” “Who giveth 
to all life.” 


Second Child— 


In the sky God sets his rainbow, 
There his promise to proclaim; 

In earth’s fields he plants his. flowers 
To declare his glorious name. 


Third Child— 


“O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in 
all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the 
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heavens.” “All thy works shall praise, thee.” “The 
precious things of the earth and fullnéss thereof.” 


Second Child— 
And a glorious rainbow circles 
Round God’s great white throne above, 
Speaking of his truth and mercy, 
Of his glory and his love. 


Third Child— 


“And, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and 
one sat on the throne ... and there was a rainbow 
round about the throne.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 
ae 


Perilous Days With the “Reds” 
in South China 


(Concluded from page 303) 


the sooner_to that Heaven they are always talking 
about !” 

These and others are among the precious spoils 
these four men of- have brought with them out 
of the “treasure mountains” of suffering and experi- 
ence. And best of all, they have come out witha “re- 
newed commission.” As they lay there in the stench 
and darkness, there. came to Pastor Chao a vision 
of the day of his ordination, and the sermon that was 
preached then flashed back upon his mind. “I felt 
as if I were being sent anew,” he said, and so it is. 
God has set them free, after five long months of test- 
ing — four months in chains, and one ubound. 

When I read the letter from our Wuchow friends 
telling how the ransom had been paid and the men set 
free at last, I could only think of the Christian black- 
smith’s reply to his friend who was reminding him 
of the many trials and difficulties he had had to con- 
tend with since he became a Christian. “I thought,” 
said the friend, “that when a man gave himself to God 
his troubles were over. Isn’t that what the parsons 
tell us?” The blacksmith thought for a minute, then 
he looked up with a smile. “Do you see this piece 
of iron?” he asked. “It is for the springs of a car- 
riage. I have been ‘tempering’ it for some time. To 
do this I heat it red-hot, and then plunge it into a tub 
of cold water. I do this many times. If I find it 
taking ‘temper,’ I heat and hammer it unmercifully, 
In getting the right piece of iron, I found several that 
were too brittle, so I threw them on the scrap pile. 
Those scraps are worth about 2 cent a pound, this 
carriage spring is very valuable.’ 

The listener nodded and the blacksmith continued: 
“God saves us for something more than to ‘have a 
good time — that’s the way I see it. We have the good 
time all right, for God’s smile means Heaven. But 
he wants us for service just as I want this piece of 
iron. And he has to put the ‘temper’ of Christ in us 
by testing us with trial. Ever since I saw this I have 
been saying to him, ‘Test me in any way you choose, 
Lord, only don’t throw me on_the scrap pile!’” 

The church of Christ in South China is iff very 
truth being tested these days. It is for us to be workers 
together for them by prayer that these his children 
may stand the test and be used by their God to do 
many mighty works in this land. 

Hone Kone, CHIna. 


Genesis and Yourself 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, Esau was coming, and with him four hun- 
dred men. ... And Esau ran to meet him, and em- 
braced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: 
and they wept (Gen, 33: 1-4). 


ND so the great, black trouble and catastrophe 

of his life had arrived! This was what Jacob 
had been dreading and praying against so desperately. 
This was what his elaborate plans of strategy, in di- 
viding his company and putting forward those for 
whom he cared the least, had tried-to avert or mitigate. 
The catastrophe had struck. The blow had fallen. 
The storm had broken over him in all its fury. Oh, 
how we need to take this lesson to heart! How we 
dread, and dodge, and agonize over God’s plans for 
our enrichment ‘and blessing, just because to us they 
seem, im the distance, to be troubles! “4/I things week 
together for good” to them that love him. 


“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take. 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings o’er your head.” 


{These very personal applications of the truth in God’s 
Book of Beginnings are taken from “Messages for the 
Morning Watch,” by the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. The previous edition of this book has been entirely 
sold out, and a new edition is now ready under the title, 
“Genesis and Yourself.” The selections bear directly on the 
current International Uniform Lessons, and they will be con- 
tinued throughout the Second Quarter’s lessons in Genesis. 
The revised edition, containing these selections and many 
other devotional studies in Genesis, may be had from The 
Sunday School“Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1.25; post- 
age, 10 cents.) 
































Lesson for June 6 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 2:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 6. JACOB AND ESAU 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26 : 34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
Golden Text.—Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you.—Eph. 4: 32 
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'» The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 
On the earth the broken arcs; 
In the heaven, a perfect round, 
Browning. 


Esau and Jacob 


ENESIS is Porgy A a Book of Brothers. 

Here are in and Abel; Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth; Haran, Nahor, and Abram; Ishmael 
and Isaac; Esau and Jacob; and Joseph and his breth- 
ren, The record of these is the disclosure of the 
principles and practices, right and wrong, that in all 
ages have been the determining factors in history. 
Suggestively, for this ergs the three passages are 
brought together in which the relation of Esau and 
Jacob to one another is recorded. These constitute 


three parts, which are presented with great dramatic’ 


a and power. We shall contemplate them as fol- 
OWS : 


I. Morning Cloud— The Birthright (25: 19-34). 

hw Noontide Storm— The Blessing (26:34 to 28: 

9). — 
III, Evening Calm— The Bond (32:3 to 33:17). 


These passages should be read repeatedly and care- 
fully, separately, and in conjunction with one an- 
other. Only so can we be impressed by them as we 
should ; and, believe me, they are great; great in warn- 
ing and invitation, in cruelty and tenderness, in anguish 
and rapture. 

I. Morning Cloud—The Birthright (25: 19-34).— 
The beginnings of things are always important and 
interesting, and the beginnings in this passage are 
especially so. Isaac and Rebekah had been married 
for twenty years (vs. 20, 26), and, as yet, they had 
no children. Barrenness was regarded by the Hebrews 
as a sign of God’s displeasure; and the fruit of the 
womb was looked upon as of the Lord. Isaac prayed 
about this, and the Lord heard him, and Rebekah con- 
ceived (v. 21). These boys therefore were the chil- 
dren of prayer; of prayer which ascended to the Lord 
as fragrant incense, for, from the word here used, 
athar, comes our “attar’ of roses. Blessed and re- 
sponsible are the children who were prayed for and 
over, before they were born; such a ministry gives one 
a good start in life. Supplication and Conception are 
followed by Prediction (v. 23). This verse is a 
prophetic epitome of Israel’s history, and is of im- 
mense importance for an understanding of all that 
follows in this lesson. , 

The prediction is fourfold (mark that), and wit- 
nesses to the Sovereignty of (Rom. 9:11). The 
last of the four clauses does not refer to these brothers 
as individuals, for Esau never served Jacob, but to 
their descendants. The sovereignty of God is one of 
the most patent of facts (Dan. 4:35); and so is the 
freedom of man. These are not, contradictory, but 
complementary; they do not point to fatalism, but to 
co-operative powers. Divine and human, working out 
an infinitely beneficent design. 

When the boys were born they were named accord- 
ing to certain incidents which attended their birth. 
The first was covered with a quantity of red hair, and 
so was named Esau, the hairy one. The second, be- 
cause of what is told us in verse 26, was called Jacob, 
the heel-catcher, and hence. supplanter. The writer 


‘of the record draws two inimitable portraits of these 


boys in verse 26, striking off their characteristics with 
amazing deftness. These are the miniatures from 
which the life-size portraits are drawn in chapters 
27 to 33; and the portrayer is a consummate artist. 
Verse 28 explains much. It is the beginning of 


what later was a tragedy, and which, but for this, 


might never have been. Favoritism in families is fatal, 
especially where there are only two. Isaac loved Esau, 
who was his opposite; and Rebekah loved Jacob, who 
was her image. 

Now occurs a domestic incident which brings out 
the character of each member of this family, and gives 
direction to all future history (vs. 29-34). The inci- 
dental ,is determinative. Human history at one moment 
hinged on the cry of a babe being heard (Exod. 2). 
At the moment in our lesson, it hinged on Esau being 
hungry. Our least action is related to destiny. The 
outstanding fact is that “Esau despised his birthright.” 
You say, “What a fool he was’; but what about 
yourself? © Birthrights are being sold every day for 
dollars and dances, for cups and kisses, for sensation 
and success. 

Esau did in this moment what he had been doing all 
along. If he had not always despised his birthright, 


eg 


Devotional Reading: Matthew 6: 9-15. = 
Primary Topic: Two Brothers Make Up a Quarrel. 
Lesson Material: Genesis 33: 1-11. 
Memory. Verse: Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving each other.—Eph. 4 : 32. 
Junior Topic ; | See Forgives Jacob. 
Lesson Material : Genesis 33: 1-11. 
Memory Verse: Ephesians 4 : 32. 
Intermediate and Senior Le yk Brotherly Love and Forgiveness. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: A Lesson in Reconciliation. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
33 2 1-11 


1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, 
Esau was coming, and with him four hundred men. And 
he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachael, and 
unto the two handmaids. 2 And he put the handmaids and 
their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and 
Rachael and Joseph hindermost. 3 And he himself passed over 
before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, 
until he came near to his brother. 4 And Esau ran to meet 

» and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed 

im: and they wept. 5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the 
women and the children; and said, Who are these with thee? 
And he said, The children whom God hath graciously given 
thy servant. 6 Then the handmaids came near, they and 
their children, and they bowed themselves. 7 And Leah also 
and her children, and they bowed themselves: and after 
came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves, 
8 And he said, What meanest thou by all this company 
which I met? And ke said, To find favor in the sight of 
my lord. 9 And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; let 
that which thou hast be thine. 10 And Jacob said, Nay, I 
pray thee, if now I have found favor in thy sight, then 
receive my present at my hand; ! forasmuch as I have seen 
thy face, as one seeth the face of God, and thou wast 
pleased with me. 11 Take, I pray thee; my 2 gift that is 
brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously with 
- and because I have *enough. And he urged him, and 

e took it. 


10Or, for therefore have I seen. 
3 Heb., all. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


2Heb., blessing. 








he would not have done it now. He illustrates “that 
inexorable law of human’souls, that we are preparing 
ourselves for, sudden deeds by the reiterated choice 
of good or evil that gradually determines character” 
(George Eliot). : 

Because Esau preferred his hody to his soul, and 
let slip the eternal to grasp the temporal, he is called 
“a profane person” (Heb. 12:16). He is profane, not 
because he took 
not take God’s name at all, 

Esau may call his brother a “supplanter” (27: 36), 
but he must take full responsibility for his own ac- 
tions. True, Jacob wronged Esau, but not as badly as 
Esau wronged himself. “It was not Jacob’s plotting 
that was Esau’s undoing, but his own passion.” To 
the false proverb, “The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge,” the 
prophet replies, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 

II. Noontide Storm—The Blessing (26:34 to 28: 
9).—Twenty-seven is a chapter of character studies; 
Isaac, Rebekah, Esau, and Jacob, and surely it were 
impossible to tell so thrilling and tragic a story in 
fewer words, and with a truer sense of proportion. 
Here is Isaac; old, blind, peace-loving, passive, indul- 
gent, and yet with the quality of firmness when oc- 
casion required (Vv. 33). “Once sure of his ground, 
nothing can induce him to leave it. What he has 
spoken he has spoken. ‘His soft and pliant nature, 
as if sudderily steeled by the touch of. God, has be- 
come inflexible” And here is Rebekah; eager, im- 
patient, strong of will, loving well but not wisely, 
resourceful, unscrupulous. Jacob, also, overpowered 
by his mother, though at this time seventy-five years 
of age; sly, scheming, prepared to gamble for a rec- 
ognized good, cool and calculating, his mother’s son. 
And then, there is Esau; a man of strong barbaric na- 
ture, with the virtues and the-~yices of a heroic sav- 
age, oscillating between the impulses of cruelty and 
of kindness, now hating desperately, now forgiving 
generously, one whose anger was dark and fierce while 
it lasted, but whose anger did not last (27: 44; 33:4). 

These, then, are the characters in this tragic story. 
Study carefully the part that each played. Isaac’s 
request (vs. I-5); Rebekah’s proposal to Jacob and 
his remonstrance (vs. 6-13); the villany itself, pre- 
pared by Rebekah, and practiced by Jacob (vs. 14-29) ; 
Isaac’s discovery and Esau’s wail (vs. 30-40); plan 
and counter-plan (vs. 41-45). ~ 

The main value of this chapter (27) is in that we 
are here face to face with the mystery of providence. 
Turn back and read again 25:23. There we learn 
that it was God’s purpose that the elder should serve, 
and that the younger should rule; that the covenant 
blessing should go to Jacob’s posterity, and not to 


God’s name in vain, but because he did 


Esau’s. But how was this to be brought about? We 
cannot say how it should have been achieved, but we 
do know how it was. Rebekah and Jacob precipitate a 
right issue in a wrong way, as Abram once endeav- 
ored to do (chap. 16). They obtained by fraud what 
should have been obtained by faith; but a high pur- 
pose can never justify the use of dishonorable means. 
God’s will must be done in God’s way. The whole 
significance of the temptation in the wilderness is in 
this, — that Jesus was bidden to do right things in 
wrong ways; he was asked to attain good ends by evil 
means. Watch that! 

But, before passing, mark some of the other values 
of this chapter. There is, for instance, the fact of 
destiny. Evil is related to evil as cause to effect. Sin 
brings certain consequences, and even God does not 
undertake to stay the consequences, though, on re- 
pentance, he promises to forgive the sin. Because 
Esau sold his birthright he lost his blessing. The 
foreordained purpose of God (25:23) in no degree 
affected the free choice and action of this man. What 
he afterward sought diligently with tears (Heb. 12: 
17) was not forgiveness, but the blessing; for, we are 
told, he did not repent. ‘“Whatsoever a man sotveth, 
that shall he also reap.” Yet, thank God, we are not 
shut up to fatalism. 

From such a heart-rending doctrine we turn to the 
words, “There is forgiveness with thee, that thou 
mayest be feared’; and “I will restore to you the 
years that the locust hath eaten.” The blessing may 
not be restored but peace of heart may ba Esau 
got a blessing, but not the blessing. Compare verses 
27 to 29 with 39 and 4@ and observe that in the latter 
blessing God is not mentioned. Esau obtains only 
what he can appreciate, and that does not reach beyond 
this world and life. 

III. Evening Caly— The Bond (32:3 to 33:17). 
In this part there are two divisions. .In the first, 
Jacob is face to face with his God; and in the sec- 
ond, he is face to face with his brother. The former 
experience is momentous for history, as well as for 
Jacob personally. This patriarch’s life is in three 
well-defined parts: 75 years, from birth to Bethel; 20 
years, from Bethel to Peniel; 52 years, from Peniel 
to death. In the first period he was a “natural” man; 
in the second, a “carnal” man; and in the third, a 
“spiritual” man (1 Cor. 2:14; 3:1). Bethel marked 
his Conversion; and Peniel, his Consecration. But 
why were there twenty years between the two? 

Observe it was not at Bethel that his name was 
changed to “Israel,” but at Peniel. You may go to 
“the House of God” (Beth-El) without seeing “the 
Face of God” (Peni-El). There are still many “Ja- 
cobs” in the Church, and the Church is languishing for 
want of “Israels.” A Christian may breed good stock, 
and starve his soul. You may go to your grave a 
“Jacob”; yet, every Christian may become an “Israel.” 
You are saved, but are you sanctified? You have life, 
but have you life more abundant? (John 10: 10.) 
You have been “taken,” but have you been “broken”? 
Not until you have can you be “given” (Matt. 14: 19). 

Christ who is the Author of faith at Bethel is also 
its Finisher at Peniel. The blessing began on the 
hill and is consummated by the river (Jabbok). It is 
when the Supplanter becomes the Suppliant that he 
becomes in truth a Saint. Now, for Jacob, darkness 
(v. 21) is turned to light (v. 31); and all things be- 
come new. “When one has been toiling upward 
through the night into the fellowship and favor of 
God, the morning light has a radiance which it-never 
had before.” 

Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning. But when is the morning? When 
you yield up yourself unreservedly to God. It is 
recorded of Luther that the night before the most 
trying day in his troubled life was “a time of terrible 
depression, conflict, despair, and prayer. Before the 
day broke the victory had been won, and he felt in a 
great calm” (Lindsay). 

The last division in this great story is one of Recon- 
ciliation. Esau’s generous and forgiving nature is 
here revealed. Jacob remembered the threat, but Esau 
forgot it. An old wound was healed by a kiss (33:4). 
Both brothers had “enough” (vs. 9, 11) ; Esau, enough 
for time, and Jacob, for eternity. The Edomites have 
perished, but the Israelites remain. It is God who 
makes the difference. 

Final Word 

“The God of Jacob is our refuge.” It is the wonder 
of wonders that he is the God of Jacob; but it kindles 
hope in you and in me. If he was Jacob’s God, then, he 
is mine, and he can make me what he made Jacob, — 
a veritable Israel. Lord, make me an Israel, even 
though I limp right up to the golden gates (32:25). 

EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs, 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith,.-and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you tried, assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answets as given in the following issue? 
OW many years had passed since Jacob left his home? 
z. Where had Jacob spent these years? 
. What loss had he suffered while gone? 
. Where is he in this week’s lesson? 
. What did he fear? 
. Why did Jacob fear to meet Esau? 
. How did he overcome this fear? 
. How was his prayer answered? 
9. Why did he return where he ran the risk of meeting 
Esau? 
10. Was Esau coming on a mission of peace or vengeance? 
11. Does this transaction between Jacob and Esau look 


on Aw Ss & 


like a case of real forgiveness to you? And why? _ 
12, What did Jacob gain by his five “gifts’’ to his 
brother? 


13. What did Esau gain by accepting Jacob’s gifts? 

14. What had dissipated the wrath of Esau? 

15. What good traits of Jacob’s appear through this in- 
cident? 

16. What instance of real brotherly love and forgiveness 
stands out in marked contrast to this designing one? 

37, Quote a passage in Proverbs that seems to strongly 
bring out the lesson. . 

18. Does God’s protection of Jacob and his blessing upon 
him indicate divine approval of all Jacob’s methods? 

19. What was Jacob’s best asset? 

20. What event immediately preceded the meeting of 
Jacob with Esau? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson®questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Time, the Héaler.—Esau ran to meet him, and em- 
braced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and 
they wept (v. 4). A great many things had happened 
to Jacob since Esau had gone “gunning” after him 
back in the old home days—when he had “lighted 
out” for the North country, the home of Uncle Laban, 
of whose old block he seems to have been a chip. 
Jacob was coming down the valleys feeling sort of 
creepy. As we old Midway boys used to say, he 
“didn’t know how the old cat was goin’ to jump.” 
Jacob was like a good many other rich men, —he had 
everything else there was in his world to get except 
a clear conscience. His past was shady and his future 
was shaky. zeled uncle was behind him and 
a swindled brother was ahead of him. The last time 
he saw brother Esau, brother Esau wanted to settle 
brother Jacob with a club. So Jacob found himself, 
in the language of the street, “between the Devil and 
the deep sea.” But do you remember that Bethel 
promise of last week? Jacob has just been at Jabbok 
and had his wrestling match and now had the Israel 
mame and the angel limp (Gen. 32: 24-32). Absence 
age in mellow tints. “Distance lends enchantment 
o the view.” “When a man’s ways please the Lord, 
e maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him” 
(Prov, 16:7). When suave and jolly Jess Winston 
came back to Coatesville after some years of absence, 
‘we forgot all about how he had cheated folks and 
were really glad to see the rascal and. made a fot of 
‘fuss over him—especially since Jess looked quite 
prosperous. Old Squire Smith, who wanted to catch 
him and “jug him” for beating him out of some money, 
leven invited Jess home for dinner. Yes, and afterward 
Jess paid up with interest every debt he owed. Every 
‘community has its Jacob case. First there comies 


Bethel, then Jabbok, then the tears and kisses, then 


the forgiveness and joy. It is God’s way. 


About Making Money.—And Esau said, I have 
enough, my brother (v. 9). Blessed is the man who 
knows when he has enough—of anything. An emi- 
nent medical authority says we dig our graves with 
our teeth. I heard Fletcher tell how he saved his life 
and improved his barrel-like shape by ceasing to eat 
so much—by finding out when he had enough. They 
now call his way of eating “Fletcherizing.” Some 
one has said, “You can’t have too much of a good 
thing.” That is a statement open for discussion. I 
have a friend who has a talk on “Why I Stopped Mak- 
ing Money,” yet a Christian college in a heathen land 
of which he ts one of the prime movers, at this very 
minute I write, is in most urgent need of funds and 
is sending out calls for aid. One of which lies in my 
hand. I don’t know how it strikes you, but to an old 
iron worker like me, it would seem to be a pretty 
good idea for my good old talent doubler friend with 
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his genius for business to keep right on at the job and 
so lift his college out of the hat-passing class! No 
good man with a knack for making money by honest 
turnover should ever quit until he has to (Prov, 10: 
4; 22:29; Matt. 25:16, 20, 21). A good business man 
can soon get enough for his own wants, which are 
usually , comparatively modest in» men of. this sort. 
There are lots of splendid enterprises calling for 
help. The-Ameriean Sunday School Union, for ex- 
ample, busy establishing Sunday-schools. in neglected 
corners. The missionary boards of the churches, Old 
ministers’ fund, visiting nurses, hospitals, and so forth. 
Yes, “Esau” can have enough, as far as brother “Ja- 
cob” is concerned, but never enough as far as the 
world’s misery and need are concerned. Here is one, 
for example: If you have any decrepit old folks not 
in the poor house, just try getting one of them into an 
old folks’ home even with money at hand. If they 
cannot wait on themselves or get around fairly well, 
none of the “Homes for the Aged” I know of will 
take them, I know, for I have tried. When my ship 
comes in I am going to provide a safe harbor for the 
old folks nobody wants. Muiti-millionaires, here is a 
chance to do that which has not yet been done 


“Forget It."”—He urged him, and he took it (v. 11). 
“If Esau was anything like the other grandsons of 
Abraham, don’t reckon it took much urgin’.” Maybe 
not, George. For Jacob was no piker and those droves 
were the selected stock, The gift was a princely one. 
To me Esau has never been a half bad fellow, —he 
was like most outdoor gunning and fishing men. Un- 
der the circumstances he certainly behaved handsomely, 


- When he took the stuff he took it for Jacob’s sake and 


not for his own. All of us are having similar ex 
ences every once in a while. Even as I write 
prevented from declining an “urgy” gift simply be- 
cause I fear I may hurt the giver’s feelings. No, par- 
son, the gift is not a pair of hand-embroidered slippers, 
or a home-knit, fitless sweater, or a celluloid bureau 
set—or any of their relations. I have here in the 
house somewhere the most impressive desk set in cut 
glass and silver you ever saw. It has not been visible 
for years. In whatever closet or chest it may be repos- 
ing I know the silver is as black as the ink in my pen. 
But this white elephant was the expression of love 
for me. Shame on the man who is not delighted when 
Love leads in the white elephant. You may not know 
what to do with the pachyderm, but you can put Love 
to bed in the best room in your heart. It seems to 
me this is exactly what Esau did and it did him great 
credit. Men like Esau are never hypocrites, whatever 
else they may be. Esau may have despised such in- 
tangible things as birthrights, but when he said he had 
enough he was not playing for the more pressing in- 
vitation. “Alb right, Jacob, old fellow,” no doubt 
Esau said as he patted him in brotherly fashion on 
the back, “if it will make you any happier turn your 
fancy stock in with my blacks, brindles, and browns 
—but really, old fellow, I have plenty and enough.” 
Moral: If you and your brother have had a scrap, “for- 
get it!” God may bring him down some day with 
flocks and herds and a new name, 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PRINCIPLE OF PREPARATION.—Bring the 
pupils into a frame of mind favorable to the les- 
son to be presented. 











Ee lesson_title suggests a comparison between 
Jacob and Esau, and it might be that this principle 
could govern the teaching of the lesson. However, 
since the content of the lesson concerns a single inci- 
dent in the career of the brothers, if »we limit our- 
selves to the printed portion especially, it is evident 
that in order to properly understand even the facts 
presented it will be necessary to fill in a great deal 








Lesson Calendar . 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 4.—Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Easter Lesson) 
John 20 : 24 to 21 : 25 
2. April 11.-The Story of Creation ...Genesis 1:1 to 2:45 
3. April. 18—The Beginning of Sin............ Genesis 3 : 1-24 
4 April 25.—The Story of Cain and Abel....Genesis 4: 1-26 
5s. May 2.—God’s Covenant with Noah, Genesis 5 : 28 to9 : 29 
6. May 9.—Abram and the Kings........... Genesis 14 : 1-24 
7- May 16.—Abraham and the Strangers 
: Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 


8 May 23—Isaac and His Wells........... Genesis ~26-: 12-25 
9. May 30.—Jacob at Bethel................ Genesis 27 and 28 
le. June 6.—Jacob and Esau 


Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 


11. June 13.—Joseph’s Fidelity................ Genesis 39 : 1-33 
12. June 20—Judah’s Plea............ Genesis 44:18 to 4§:15 
13. June 27.—Review: What We Have Learned from the 


Book of Genesis 
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more from the Scriptural story. This is indeed sug- 
gested by the references which accompany the lesson. 
They take us back to the story of the birth of the 
twins, and Esau’s sale of his birthright; also. to.the 
story of the trickery by which Jacob stole the blessing 
from his brother and: was compelled. to flee .from 
home to avoid. Esau’s wrath. In this. flight he: has. the 
Bethel experience of the last lesson, and the experience 
with the: eraftiness of Laban which. seems to have heen 
a match for his own, 

At last, divinely directed, he leaves Lahan,. and starts 
toward the land of his fathers only to be: :pursued 
by Laban and harassed by the fear of a hostile re- 
ception by Esau. At Jabbok he has the unusual. ex- 
perience of the night wrestle with the angel, and in 
the morning he lifted his eyes and saw Esau com- 
ing toward him, already propitiated in part by the 
substantial presents which Jacob had judiciously sent 
on ahead. Unless we can build some such preparatory 
setting for the lesson, the meeting of the two brothers 
will be meaningless, unless indeed we have partly 
prepared for it by giving adequate setting to the Bethel 
lesson immediately preceding. But even to this must 
be added the additional experiences which made pos- 
sible the meeting as it occurred. Whatever bearing 
upon the fact of the meeting, as well as its nature and 
practical lessons, each of the preceding events. should 
be thought out and presented, in order that there may 
be the fullest possible preparation of the mind of the 
class for the presentation of the lesson itself. 

Huntrinopon, Pa. 


w 
The Mlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leafiet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday™“School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses 


specially desired, th h some on the 
ad oug 


the Golden 
Golden Text are also 


For the lesson of December 109, illustrations 

are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 

Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
, the Just Judge.” 


Taking off the Rough.—Be ye kind one to another 
(Golden Text). -Dr. Booker TI. Washington, the 
famous negro educationist, told a lovely little story 
about his brother John. As children they were very 
poor, their parents were slaves, the boys were dressed 
in little shirts made of very coarse flax.- When the 
garments were new they were prickly; the flax seemed 
to be all ends and hard. Booker used to cry with 
pain when he put on a new shirt; then John would 
take it himself to wear for a few days while his 
brother kept the old one, and the new garment became 


‘soft; then it was returned—From the Sunday School 


Chronicle. Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


At High Tide.—Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in 
Christ forgave you (Golden Text). Dr. J. H. Jowett 
speaks of the uniting of sundered people in these 
words: “At low tide there are multitudes of separated 
pools along the shore; at high tide they flow together 
and the little distinctions are lost in a splendid union.” 
Even so was Esau reconciled and re-united with Jacob. 
—From the Missionary Monthly. Sent by Mrs. W. PH. 
Sim, Holstein, Ont. Prize illustration. 

When Limping is Blessed.— And he limped (32: 31). 
Better limp to Heaven than leap to hell—From D., L. 
Woody. Sent by W. J. Hart, Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


Looking Ahead.—And he divided the children . . . 
and Joseph hindermost (33:1, 2). “Your wife seems 


to be a thoroughly up-to-date woman.” “Up-to-date? 
She is not satisfied with being that. She borrows 
trouble for two or .three years ahead.” So unneces- 


sarily Jacob has borrowed troubles and has divided his 
family group into two sections — foremost and hinder- 
most.—Sent by the Rev. Gurni Manickam, Worwr, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Maluable Cement.—Embraced him, . . . and they 
wept (33:4). The story is told of an old man who 
went ar _selling little boxes of “cement which 
could mend all family jars and even broken hearts.” 
Some laughed and had him pass on. Others opened 
the tiny box for which they had paid a trifle, and 
found within a small piece of paper on which was 
written the one word, love! Yes, it is the sure and 
only cure for family jars and broken hearts !—From 


- the-~Evangelical Christian. Sent by Helen E. Patter- 


son, Lima, Ohio. 


Shining Faces.—I have seen thy face, as one seeth 
the face of God (33:10). Over seventy years ago 
when the Stonington ( Line was the principal 
route between New England and New York, the 

















Lesson for June 6 


Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26: 34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33: 


boys of the town often played about the 
wharves in the hope of catching a glimpse 
of some famous man, One day one of 
the boys noticed a man whose appearance 
excited his curiosity. Never before had 
‘he seen such a light on any human face. 
Presently it dawned on him that the man 
was the famous missionary, Adoniram 
Judson, whose picture he had seen. He 
found it'to be so, and the boy stood by, 
eager, silent,-and watched the wonderful 
face, unable to tear himself away. That 
boy, Henry Clay Trumbull, who became 
a famous preacher, never forgot that face. 
Christians of the shining face — how men 
and women in doubt and temptation and 
sorrow search for them; and if they are 
fortunate enough to find one of them, how 
they are strengthened and helped !—From 
the Youth’s Companion. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Pitisburgh, Pa. 


- From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we find in our own hearts today so much that 
is unlike thyself that we humble ourselves be- 
fore thee in contrition. We know that for- 
giveness of sins is with thee, end we rejoice 
in that which thou hast done for us. But 

* we would ourselves, by thy grace and power, 
learn the grace of forgiveness, and exercise 
it toward others far more joyously and thor- 
oughly than we have yet done. If any of 
us here today may be harboring resentment 
or bitter thoughts toward anyone, Lord wilt 
thou melt down our hardness of heart, and 
change our forgetfulness of thy mercy to us 
into the forgiveness that we ought to have 
toward those who may have wronged us. 
And may we be quick to seek the forgiveness 
of those whom we have wronged in any way, 
resting our case with thee. We ask this in 
thy dear name, Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever no- 
ticed how hard it is for a man to forgive 
some one whom he has injured? Yes, I 
mean just that. Until the Lord Jesus has 
had his way with us, it is so easy to be 
resentful and hard toward some one whom 
we know we have wronged. What strange 
folks we are! But have you ever tried 
to picture to yourself how much God has 
forgiven you me, as compared with 
the very, very little that we have ever 
been called upon to forgive in other folks ? 
There may be somebody this very day to 
whom you or I ought to go with hands 
outstretched in an honest, earnest appeal 
to be forgiven, or thefe may be some one 
who has ‘hardly spoken to us for a long 
while who has injured us to whom we 
ought to go and say with joy and free- 
dom, “I wholly forgive you, and let’s 
put away the whole thing forever.” It 
is only through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus that we shall have the grace to 
do either of these things. But if Jacob 
and Esau could get together, what could 

sibly be standing in the way of our re- 
ions with others? Let us repeat to- 
gether the Golden Text, and then the pas- 
tor will lead us in prayer, “Be ye kind one 
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each 














other.” Let us pray. 
FORGIVE 
ARE YOU FORGIVEN ? 
BE YE KIND 
% 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“From every stormy wind.” 
“°Tis for you and me.” 
“No, not one.” 

“Revive us again.” 

“My Lord and I.” 

“T’ve found a Friend.” 

“Jesus is a friend of mine.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and nymbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“His Love Is Like a.Father’s” (212: 1, 2). 
Psalm 103 : 1-13. 
“Better Than Silver and Gold” (240 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 121-128 
“Who Shall Be Thy Guest?” (23 : 1-4). 
Psalm 15 : 1-5. 
“In Brotherhood” (269:1, 3). Psalm 133 : 1-3. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


AKE up the story where we left off 

last week, telling, without too many 
details of the twenty years at Haran. 
While there Jacob married two wives, ac- 
cording to the custom of the country, 
and’ had a large family of sons and one 
daughter. He had become very rich, too 
—he had camels and cattle and sheep 
and goats in great numbers with servants 
to care for them. God had told Jacob 
to go back to his father Isaac, for Haran 
was not the land God had promised to 
give Abraham's descendants. And. now 
Jacob was on his way back with two 
great caravans. 

In the far-away land Jacob had 
not heard often of his people at home. 
There was no telegraph or telephone serv- 
ice and no trains carrying mail. It may 
be that some messenger told him of his 
mother’s death, But still he did not know 
whether Esau had forgiven him, so when 
Jacob was nearing the homeland, he sent 
some of his servants on a long journey 
to Esau’s dwelling place, saying that Ja- 
cob was returning home with great riches, 
and he called himself Esau’s servant. 
When these messengers returned and told 
Jacob that Esau-and four hundred men 
were coming to meet him, he was fright- 
ened and humbled, and did the wisest thing 
he could have done. He prayed and told 
God that he was not worthy of his great 
blessings, asking that he might be saved 
from Esau. He then sent a generous pres- 
ent to the brother he had wronged years 
before. 

Tell very simply of the change in Ja- 
cob’s name. Jacob means “supplanter,” 
one who cheats another out of his place. 
We have seen how well the name suited 
him, but it did not suit the man who was 
to be head of the family of earth blessers, 
any better than Jacob’s tricky ways suited 
his high calling. So God appeared to 
Jacob one night and asked him about his 
name. Jacob told God his name and said, 
“T will not let thee go, except thou bless 
me.” This pleased God, and he changed 
Jacob from a supplanter to a prince and 
gave him a new name— Israel, meaning 
a prince of God. 

With this new name and new heart 
Jacob went to meet his brother. God an- 
swered his prayer, and Esau was no 
longer angry. He ran to meet Jacob and 
the two brothers who had parted in anger 
years before, met in love and kissed each 
other. Jacob introduced his large family 
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to Esau, saying that God had graciously 
given them to him. He gave his brother 
two hundred and twenty goats, two hun- 
dred and twenty sheep, fifty head of cat- 
tle, thirty asses, and sixty camels. This 
was certainly a great present. At first 
Esau refused to take the gift, saying he 
had enough of everything, and preferred 
that Jacob keep it. But when. Jacob beg- 
ged him to accept it as a blessing from 
his brother, he did accept. This meeting 
was very different from the parting of 
the two brothers after Jacob had stolen 
the blessing, arousing thoughts of mur- 
der in Esau. Ask the children if they 
think Jacob’s change in heart and change 
of name -had anything to do with the 
changed behavior of the brothers. 
Sing “If Your Heart Keeps Right.” 
Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The story of the “twin brothers.” 
2. The meaning of the story. 











ROM its beginning to its close this 

old, old:story of Isaac’s and Rebekah’s 
twin sons is so replete with human in- 
terest that you have only to tell it as it 
is unfolded with so much ingenuousness 
in the Book — with its startling faithful- 
ness to human nature as we know it to- 
day —to claim the undivided interest of 
every girl in your class. She may have 
heard the new theory advanced that hu- 
man nature does change, has changed in 
the course of the ages, but as she hears 
this story, as it is recorded in Genesis, 
she will realize that no modern novel she 
may have read, no late “movie” she may 
have seen, if they are at all true to life 
today, reveals human nature as it now is 
with any more fidelity than does this story 
of Jacob and Esau. In order to help her 
feel this, you must réfamiliarize yourself 
with the actual words of the text. Read 
attentively the following passages: Gene- 
sis 25: 19-34; 26:34, 35; 27:1-46; 28; 
29; 30:25, 43; 32:3 to 33:20, 

You will be obliged to think, if you 
read with open mind, that Jacob was in- 
deed a most unlovely charaeter, full of 
crookedness and selfishness, but with a 
strange tenacity of purpose for high 
things and deep longing after the best. 





ee Be . } 












) kind one to anvther, tenderhearted for- 
Viving gne anvther, even as God 
guke_ hath forgiven you.” eph.4:52. 


them; for they 
now nof what 


y 


Ba “ 






| 








for Christ’s 











311 


Also there is a thread of true tenderness 
for all gentle and little things — for wo- 
men and children and young animals — 
a capacity for affection, that redeems his 
character from entire ugliness. Esau’s 
character, though not so fully revealed, 
Stands out in pleasant’ contrast to Ja- 
cob’s, in that he was open-handed, im- 
pulsive and warm-hearted, however light- 
minded and materialistic he proved in his 
valuations of life. 


2. Now you may not be puzzled over 
God’s choice of Jacob as the successor 
in spiritual things to Abraham and Isaac, 
but your young girls will be,—the 
thoughtful ones most of all. Will this 
answer to this puzzle (which once trou- 
bled the mind of another young Bible 
reader) given to her by a certain wise 
old minister, help your girls, too, to under- 
stand God better? The answer is that 
Jacob and Esau are like two fields, which 
a farmer considers cultivating. The one 
lies level and smooth to the sight —no 
stones or stumps to mar the surface, ap- 
parently a good bit of soil for cultivation. 
But the wise farmer digs into it a little 
to test its real qualities, and finds it so 
shallow — so little of the real “stuff” for 
planting there and so soon dried out after 
rains or dew—and of so poor a grade 
that he knows it will respond very little 
to his efforts and will be quickly ex- 
hausted. 

The other plot of ground is rough in 
surface, with little hills and hollows, with 
many ugly stumps and stones to be gotten 
out, thick with weeds and briars in places. 
But when the farmer tests its soil he 
finds it deep, capable of holding all the 
fertilization he can put into it and the 
moisture of the rains as well, a piece of 
ground that will richly repay clearing and 
cultivation, returning a hundredfold his 
efforts. So he chooses to do the hard 
work required to put this second field in 
shape for planting, passing by the one of 
fair appearance as not worth his efforts. 
“And so,” finished the keen old preacher, 
“were Esau and Jacob in God’s sight, and 
he chose Jacob to cultivate rather than 
Esau, for a spiritual harvest.” 


Home Study 


How many pairs of brothers, in the 
Bible, can you name? Make a written list 
of them, 


Decatur, Ga. 
ve 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Always winning. 
Discussion: Jacob’s faults and his vir- 

tues. 
Objective: 

the covenant. 


A program that matches 


AY, fellows, Jacob was continually 
“up against it,” yet somehow, in every 
contest he came out with victory perched 
upon his banner. His exploits were bold 
and his triumphs far-reaching. Starting 
with a mess of pottage, he foraged his 
way steadily upward until he was the 
most powerful man of his day, judged 
from almost any standpoint, though he 
was not a man of war. If Jacob were 
living today, he would doubtless be at 
the top of the industrial or commercial 
world and at the same time a mighty 
church man. We might just as well rec- 
ognize the fact that it was the hand of 
his God upon him through the working 
of an unbroken covenant that made Ja- 
cob the success he was, and it was that 
which kept him from breaking in the 
pinches. On Jacob’s part, I feel sure it 
was his readiness to see the value of his 
relation to God’s plam That helped him 
te wrestle with God and to “carry on” 
on circumstances seemed dead against 

im. 

This brings us to the heart of the mat- 
ter, fellows. It was a pretty pageant that 
passed over the brook and went across 
the plain to meet the oncoming Esau, and 
it made a profound impression on Esau. 
The messenger brought word to Jacob 
that his brother was advancing to meet 
him with four hundred warriors, Jacob 
laid down a barrage of presents. Troop 
after troop he sent them, first 220 goats, 
then 220 sheep, sixty camels including the 
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colts, fifty cattle and thirty asses. Each 
attendant in charge would approach the 
astonished Esau and bowing low deliver 
his message of peace:. “A present from 
my Lord Esau from thy servant Jacob, 
and behold he comes along himself later, 
to greet my Lord Esau.” Yes, there were 
at least 580 head—they made a cloud 
of dust in the sky: it was a princely gift. 

After Jacob started his gift, in care- 
fully studied arrangement, he looked after 
his family to see that they were all as 
ready as possible for any developments ; 
then he betook himself to prayer. After 
all, if he was to win out in this final 
great test, in which all his years of labor 
and waiting would either crown him with 
success or fall to pieces, it must be 
through the covenant. “And, behold, I 
am with thee, and will keep thee in 
all places whither thou goest, and will 
bring thee again into this land; for I 
will not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken” (Gen. 28: 15) 
—those words of the Lord, spoken at 
Bethel were ringing in his ears. But an 
avenging brother whom he had wronged 
was at that moment coming with an army 
to meet him. What chance would a 
herdsman, with his women and children 
and flocks and cattle have to defend him- 
self? Jacob knew there was but one 
chance. It was through the power of 
his covenant-keeping Senior Partner. So 
God tested Jacob again in the dark hours 
of that morning with prayer, and Jacob 
prevailed. — 

Esau: didn’t have a ghost of a chance 
against a combination like that. His 
stony heart of bitterness melted and 
turned all to sugar. He seemed really 
embarrassed that Jacob should be so good 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 
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to him, “And just look! What fine lit- 
tle fellows!” and we can see the great 
hairy huntsman of the plains laying his 
hands benignantly on the heads of Ja- 
cob’s children with true brotherly inter- 
est. 

Fellows, you don’t have to put your- 
self in Jacob’s place: you are already 
there. For you have the birthright 
(through Christ) and you have the cove- 
nant. Now your program is prayer and 
action and your Senior Partner will see 
you through. 

But remember: there’s a certain daily 
token on your part —some giving off of 
yourself — which is absolutely necessary 
to keep the power fresh upon you, 
Greensporo, N. C. 


id 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of May 30) 


1. He did not break any of the Ten Com- 
mandments, for they were not then in ex- 
istence. A modern Jacob, acting in the same 
manner, would be breaking the fifth, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth commandments. 


2, Esau’s marriage to two Hittite girls ot 
their neighborhood had long been “a grief of 
mind to Isaac and Rebekah” (Gen. 26 : 35), so 
Isaac listened willingly enough to Rebekah’s 
plea that Jacob be sent wife-hunting in her 
old home, when she really wanted to get him 
out of the reach of his angry brother (Gen. 
28 : 46). 

3. God sent that dream, as he sent many 
others recorded in Scripture, but the mental 
“stuff” which God so put to service must 
have been the life-teachings of Jacob’s father 
and grandfather. 

4. To Joseph .(Gen. 37: 5-11); to Pharaoh 
(Gen. 41:1, 25); to Abimelech (Gen. 20: 3); 
to Laban (Gen, 31:24); to Nebuchadnezzar 
(Dan. 2:1, 29); to Joseph of Nazareth (Matt. 
1:20; 2:13, 19, 22);.to the Magi (Matt. a: 
12); to Paul (Acts 27 : 23, 24), probably in a 
dream. There are other dreams recorded in 
the Bible, but these are directly said to be 
sent from God 


5. Christ, ‘the only way leading from earth 
to heaven (see John 1 : 51), 

6. God renewed the covenant first given to 
Abraham, which included the birthright and, 
the blessing, the things Jacob had tried to’ 
get by' unfair means. 

7. Abraham was one hundred years old 
when Isaac was born, living seventy-five 
years after that (Gen. 12:5; 25: 7), thirty-five 
years after Isaac’s marriage to Rebekah, at 
forty years old (Gen. 25:20), Isaac was 
sixty years old at Jacob’s birth (Gen. 25 : 26), 
twenty years after his marriage, giving Jacob 
about fifteen years to live with and: know his 
venerable grandfather — long enough to un- 
derstand and remember his teachings. 

8. The Lord God. Not Jacob, but Bethel, 
is most significant. 

9. He was filled with awe and made a vow 
to worship the true God and to tithe his in- 
come. 

10, God’s faithfulness and promised blessing. 
Jacob was no doubt as worthy of them as 
any one of us is today. We are all un- 
worthy participants in God’s provisions and 
blessings. 

11. It illustrates it. Faithfulness is a neces- 
sary characteristic of God. 

12. Personal. 

13. See Genesis 35 : 1-15. 

14. El-Bethel (The God of the House of God 
—Gen. 35 : 7). 

15. That of Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse (Gen. 
| 35 : 8). 





‘ Children at Home 








Wake Up, Little Seeds! 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


“ HEW! This is a dusty, musty old 
place!” cried a tiny seed one day 

from the top shelf in the workshop. She 
sneezed and stretched and then looked 
about her. “Hello, there, sister, wake 
up! 
“Oh, yah, ha!” yawned the second little 
seed. “Is winter over?” 
“Over? Land sakes, the thaw set in a 
week ago! I opened my ears in time to 
hear Farmer Baldwin say that he would 
have to get after Mrs. Baldwin’s seeds.” 





“Mrs. Baldwin? Is she that sweet 


lady who has such nice children?” ques- 
tioned the-second seed, now wide awake. 
“The very same. By the way, nudge 
your brother. I never saw such a sleepy 
fellow.” : 

The little seed jostled the ones ail 
about her, and soon the whole box was 
awake, and every one of those seeds was 
crying for a drink of water. " 
“Hush, all of youl” warned the first 
seed. “Here come the Baldwin children, 
and that lovely Mrs. Baldwin is with 
them. Oh, we shall be treated royally.” 
The seeds fairly held their breath, as 
Ray and Kenneth came racing into the 
workshop and began pulling out the long 
drawers of the table. 

“They’re not here, mother, Where can 
they be?” they heard Ray exclaim as he 
searched among papers and string .and 
odds and ends. 

“I think that the gardener tucked them 
away somewhere in a safe place. Climb 
up here, Kenneth, on this stool, and look 
on the top shelf.” 

(“What did I tell you?” whispered the 
first seed. “They are after us, and we 
shall go on a great adventure. Spruce 
up, everybody, and look your best.”) 

Kenneth. shoved the stool nearer the 
shelves and then climbed up onto it. 

“Whew! It’s a dusty, musty place up 
here!” he said, sneezing. 

(The seeds giggled to themselves, seed 
fashion. They knew how dusty it was!) 

“Hurrah!” cried Kenneth, tipping the 
box so that he could peek into it. “Here 
they are, mother, packages of seeds.” 

“Very well. Bring them down, son. 
Ray, have you the trowel and the water- 
ing can? Good! Now we shall start.” 

Mrs. Baldwin led the way out of the 
workshop, around the truck garden, and 
past the bare rose arbor to a spot that 
had pretty, zigzag walks laid out, and 
where tiny hedges outlined queer-shaped 
patches of earth. 

“Right here, boys,” she said. “Now 
then, we will dig a trough in this rich 
dirt and plant our seeds.” : 

Naw those seeds were the happiest 
little things you could ‘ever imagine. 
They jostled each other playfully as they 
tumbled about in the package. 

“We shall have a drink,” whispered the 
first one, who was so very thirsty. “Ken- 
neth and Ray are fine children, and will 
take good care of us.” 

“Dear me, I am worried about my 
spring outfit,” said the second little seed. 
“T can’t decide whether to come out in 
purple or yellow.” 

“Lavender, my dear, a soft shade of 
lavender with a white stripe would suit 
your complexion perfectly.” 

“Thank you. I hadn’t thought of lav- 
ender. Oh, dear, look at the holes they 
are digging! Do you think that we shall 
be separated? I never could stand that!” 
And the tiny seed began to cry. 

“Hush, my dear. We shall all be 
buried in the ground for awhile. But 
what fun it will be to stretch and swell 
up and break through these hard shells of 
ours, and then come popping out!” 

“But we may never see each other 
again,” wailed the timid little seed. “I’m 
afraid. I want to go back in the box on 
the top shelf.” 

“And dry up and be good for nothing,” 
added the first seed crossly. Then_ she 
brightened and whispered softly, “Dear 
little seed, do not be afraid. You have a 
mission to perform, and you must lose 
yourself in the soft earth in order to find 
yourself .again and fulfill your mission. 
Come now, can’t you trust the heavenly 
Father to care for you? Kenneth and 
Ray trust him.” 

“T'll— Pll try,” sobbed the little seed, 
swallowing hard. 

So all the seeds parted and allowed 
themselves to be buried in the ground. 
And every day Kenneth and Ray came 
and watered them. : & 

Some time later, the little seed that had 
been afraid pushed and pushed her way 
up, and then, suddenly, she pushed her 
head out of the ground, and gave a little 
gasp of surprise and delight. How bright 
and lovely the world was! 

“Hello, there!” she heard some one 
say. 





MAY 22, 1926 


She turned a bit. There were her 
friends all sprouting up in a row. 

“Well, well, well!” she © exclaimed. 
“Isn’t this fine! Indeed, I am delighted 
to see you again.” 

“How do you like my green dress?” 
asked the second sprout, 

“Very pretty indeed. But I thought 
that you were coming out in lavender.” 
At that the sprouts began to laugh. 
“Wait until you see,” said the first 
sprout. = 

It wasn’t long before the tiny buds 
began to unfold, and oh, such lovely col- 
ors as they turned -ut to be! Rows and 
rows of beautiful pansies, yellow and 
purple and lavender, all smiling up at you 
in the sunshine! = 

And the timid little seed smiled the 
hardest. of all,—a lovely, velvety, pansy 
smile! “I’m so glad,” she whispered, “se 
glad that I lost myself in the soft earth; 
for now, surely, we have all found our- 
selves again, and can make the whole 
world happy.” 


PertH Ampoy, N. J. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1631 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in School Times; and if 


glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 

Dear Mother Ruth: I enjoy your column 
very much, and as I am troubled by a ques- 
tion, I am going to ask your aid. I am a 
young girl in high school, and am troubled 
over the dance question. Do you think it 
would be sinful for a Christian to dance at the 
school parties? I wish to attend them to show 
that I have some school spirit. This is just 
about all the entertainment they have at 
these parties after the short program is given. 
We furnish the money for the people to be 
entertained, and I really think we should 
take part in it and enjoy ourselves like the 
rest do. Please give me the information 
according to the way you are inspired by 
God to do, and I will try through his power to 
do his will—A TROUBLED LITTLE ONE. 


Y DEAR “TROUBLED ONE”: 

Do you ever sing “Stand Up, Stand 
Up, for Jesus’? And do you reall 
mean it? Don’t you-love your Lord enoug 
to enjoy it? Do you want to go to Heaven 
the easiest way? Do you want to follow 
the world part of the time, and then try 
to follow Jesus the rest of the time? Ah, 
dear little one, it can’t be done that way. 
Jesus wants all, or nothing! He is a 
“jealous God,” and will not share our af- 
fection with that which is unworthy. The 
most miserable person is the one who 
tries to live for the world, while trying 
to make herself believe she is living for 
Christ. It can’t be done! “Come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord” (2 Cor. 6:17). I know 
the position that you young folks are 
in today, with so much against you to 
draw you from the best path, and to lead 
you away from the life that God has 
planned for you, but, my dear, even if 
it is hard (seemingly), what will you ever 
amount to for Christ unless you have 
the courage to come out boldly for the 
Lamb of God that taketh away your sins, 
and would have you choose the best things 
in life? . ' 

Make up your mind you cannot choose 

the attraction of a sixteen-year-old boy 
and go his way, and have your Christ, 
too. I mean the boy who wants to take 
you on the dance floor, and who does not 
know your Lord. He cannot think as 
you do, for he has not learned to be led 
by the One who will not live where sin 
is. Jesus will have you to be “pure in 
heart” and to grow into all that is beau- 
tiful and strong, and all that will make 
the fine Christian woman and mother for 
the coming years. He would not have 
you waste a single hour in that which pulls 
down, but will continually lead you up on 
higher ground, and perfect that work 
which he has begun in you. Talk to him 
about it, and see if he will not tell you 
he cannot go on the dance floor! 














Sosa 
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Lesson for June 6 
Genesis 25°: 19-34; 26:34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33 


I know just what the high school dances 
are, and if I had a voice like a trimpet 
that could be heard over this land, 1 
would raise it in opposition to the power 
that the social element in schools is 
using to pervert our young. They have 
no business with that part of life. That 
belongs to the. home and the church, and 
then it would. be kept pure. Be strong, 
my girl, and stand for your Lord, even 
though you are the only one in your 
school that takes the stand you take, and 
you will find as God can depend on you 
he will abundantly bless you, and will 
give you of the “finest of the wheat,” and 
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you will soon see that a dance is not to 
be compared with the joy that he has for 
you. Don’t let the evil one fool you, and 
cause you to give over your birthright 
for a mess of pottage!. Choose to. be 
singled out as the only one who will not 
consent to the l6wering of, your stand- 
ards, and face the frown of the worldly 
ones in your class, but keep your face 
turned to your Lord, and you will find 
such beauty of character that you will 
be a power for good, and will prove that 
you have the life that is hid with Him! 
oe eg you to stand! Read Ephesians 
: 12-18, 


i 
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Marion Lawrance Answers 


In 1902 Mr. Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
in 1924, commen: the department for The 
School Times which the Editors en- 


amount of unpublished material that he had 

furnished makes possible the continuing of this 

department, for the present, as a welcome 

part of the ep my ew 2 of the new generation 
in the Sunday-school field. 


Would you justify a oy who re- 
fused to serve in any other department of 
church work Sanenn, he had all he could do 
in making the Sunday-school go as it should? 
] CERTAINLY eR that superin- 

tendent, and if I should meet him, 

would like to pat him on the back and 
commend him for his good judgment. 

Many a superintendent is crippled in his 

work by having a lot of other duties laid 

upon him, and it is all wrong. Anybody 
who carries on the job of superintending 

- a° Sunday-school, with any sort of credit 
to himself, to the church, or to the school, 
has got his hands: full and should not 
be called upon for anything else. 

Of course, there are other church duties 
that will claim him because he is super- 
intendent. For example, if the church 
is wise to its own best interests, it will 
recognize the superintendent as a regular 
church officer and as a r of the 
pastoral committee. He will meet with 
that committee and perform his duties 
there, but to make him treasurer of the 
church, a member of the board of trustees, 
the church clerk, or any one of a dozen 
other offices that might be named, is to 
tie bricks to his feet and impede his prog- 
ress.. Don’t do it! 


What are some of the legitimate means of 





making sessions of the Sunday-school 
attractive? 
AVE the school properly organized 
and graded. 


Have the officers and teachers meet 
regularly in a workers’ council, so that 
they may have a definite program 

Use the right kind of lessons and les- 
son helps. - 

_ Begin on time, rum on time, close on 
time, 

Have the school well officered, so that 
every particular task, no matter how 
small, is in charge of somebody who is 
responsible for that very thing. 

Always have a program made out for 
every session and no two programs ex- 
actly alike. 

Emphasize the worship feature, so that 
in ea t of the school, there 
is a special worship period, adapted to 
that particular department. 

Have a program of graded, through- 
the-week activities and social features, es- 
pecially adapted to the various depart- 
ments of the school. 

Let every session be permeated with a 
Spirit of good cheer and earnestness. 

Never scold. Always commend, when 
possible, and keep your faces toward the 
dawn. 





What class in the Sunday-school should the 
pastor teach? 

OST pastors make good teachers, but 

a pastor should be freed, if possible, 

from the detail of class work. Almost 





always the Sunday-school either precedes 
or follows the preaching service. If it 
precedes the preaching service and the 
pastor throws himself into the teaching 
of the lesson, he comes to his preaching 
hour with perhaps a little fatigue, and 
with his mind filled with the lesson he 
has been teaching. If the Sunday-school 
follows the preaching hour, he approaches 
his class after having given of his 
strength and energy to the sermon and 
the morning service. ~ 
Beside this, the teacher of a class has 
many details to look after during the 
week, such as seeing that absent and sick 
s are looked up and visited, and 
plans laid for the coming Sunday, 
the like. The pastor has a right to teach 
if he desires to do so, but usually he will 
render better service, on the whole, if he 
is not tied down to a single class. He 
should have some part in the school ses- 
sion, however, a part that will not inter- 
fere with the classes during their teaching 
period, and he should be present every 
Sunday. - No poten: no matter how wise 
and efficient he is in every other way, 
ssibly make up what he loses by 
regular abs absence from the Sunday-school 
session. 
enrmee 


Is it wise to close the Sunday-school during 
the summer months? 

O. THERE may be conditions here 

and there that make it seem abso- 
lutely necessary, because of the absence 
from the city, of practically all of. the 
officials and teachers. On the other hand, 
the closing of a church, or the slowing 
down of its program, during the summer, 
to my mind, is a tragedy. 

It reminds me of an incident that came 
to my knowledge recently, where a cer- 
tain church was referred to as having 
above its front door a permanent sign 
wjth these words, “The Gate to Heaven.” 
Underneath, on the door, was a new sign, 
“Closed for the Summer.” 

Experience has shown that it takes a 
month or two months longer in the fall 
to get back to normal after the school 
starts, than if the school has been con- 
tinued during the summer. That is to 
say, if the s-hool has been kept up as 
vigorously as possible during the summer, 
it will show approximately the same 
amount of life and strength on the first 
of October that it would show on the first 
of December, if it had been closed for 
two or three months in the summer. This 
is a simple matter of record. 

know of no way for ‘the church to 
advertise to the world that it does not 
take its task seriously as habitually to 
close in the summer. It may be neces- 
sary to change the character of the ses- 
sions, but the Daily Vacation Bible School, 
which is becoming more and more popu- 
lar, has revealed the fact that the chil- 
dren are ready to give up 4 big slice of 
their summer vacation time to attend 
schools of this sort, if they are carried 
on in the right way. It may be necessary 
to change the grouping and class forma- 
tion somewhat, and put a greater variety 
into the program, but it can be done, it 
has been done, and I believe it will be 
done more and more as the years go by. 
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In the case of the Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools, the universal experience is that 
when the school period runs out, the 
scholars and oftentimes their parents as 
well intercede to have them continue, 

Do. not close up in the summer: unless 
you must, and be sure you must, before 
you do it, 

Ld 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


I am not in the Home Depattment work, 
but am a teacher (by the grace of God) of 
an adult women’s Bible class. The. chair- 
man of our Lookout Committee and Flower 
Fund is the superintendent of the Home De- 
partment, and she has the Home Department 
work and the class work very much mixed 
up, telling both members that they are only 
one class. My class members, especially the 
younger women, accept the Home Depart- 
ment lesson book and stay out of class, with 
the excuse to me, “When I don’t get out to 
class, I have the Home Department anyway.” 
For many years their names have been on 
both class and department book, which brings 
down a volume of rebuke and criticism upon 
me from our Sunday-school superintendent. 
I feel confident that the superintendent is 
afraid of hurting their feelings and losing 
their good will and so hesitates to tactfully 
straighten the affair out. 


HERE are four divisions in. Inter- 

national Sunday-school work — Chil- 
dren, Young People, Adult, and Admin- 
istrative. 

Each of these divisions has several de- 
partments. The Adult Division has three 
departments : The Home Department, 
Adult Class, and Parents’ Training. 
The Home Department is part of the 


and | Aduft Division, but not part of the Adult 


Class. 
cially. 

Locally, however, it may become part 
of an Adult Class, as each school has a 
right to determine its own policy. It is 
then usually called the Extension Depart- 
ment, and the officers and Visitors are 
members of the Adult Class; but the 
business of the department must be con- 
ducted separately from the general busi- 
ness of the class. 

Personally, I do not approve of the 
Home Department being conducted by an 
Adult Class. I have never known a de- 
partment conducted as successfully by a 
class as when it is an entire separate 
department. The department of which 
I am superintendent at the present time 
had been in existence for ten years, 
was conducted by an adult class. It held 
no separate business meetings, had neither 
secretary nor treasurer, and its member- 
ship varied between fifty and sixty. 

My first condition for becoming super- 
intendent of this department was that it 
be absolutely separate from the adult 
class. It is now five years since we were 
organized. We have an elected and in- 
stalled ‘council of twenty-two members, 
have regular business meetings, have over 
three hundred members, and the contribu- 
tions have greatly increased. 

It is not. exaggerating to.state that the 
Home Department of our church is now 
one of the most important departments, 
if not the most important department, of 
the church. In our Easter campaign of 
personal work, every Visitor is assigned 
for evangelistic visitation in the homes. 
In my experience cove @ great many 
years, I have found that it is much more 
successful as a separate department. 


It is a separate department offi- 





I am interested in your installation service 
for new Visitors. Can you tell me where I 
can get a copy of it? 

HE Visitors’ installation service at 

the Presbyterian Church of the Evan- 
gel takes place on a Sunday afternoon 
and is carried out as follows:- 

After a hymn which calls the school 
together after the lesson, the general 
superintendent gives a brief statement 
of the importance of the Hgme Depart- 
ment to the school. The superintendent 
then {Speaks of the importance of the Vis- 
itors’ work in the home. The superin- 
tendent of the Home Department uses the 
following statement: 


“You ‘have been chosen by the author- 
ities of the Evangel Sunday-school to 
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serve as Visitors of the Home Depart- 
ment, and you are to be set apart to- 
day by installation and prayer for this 
important task. 

“The Home Department holds the: same 
relation to the Sunday-school as’: that 
of the Primary or Adult : Departments, 
You, as-a. Visitor, hold the same rela- 
tion to your district as a teacher does 
to her class. 

“You have also been elected a mem- 
ber of the Sunday-school association and 
it is expected of you that you attend the 
meetings of the association and use your 
influence for the general welfare of the 
whole school. 

“You are an important link between the 
home and the Sunday-school, and in a 
very definite way, an official representative 
of both the church and the Sunday- 
school. Your work as a Visitor is a great 
opportunity for service in t4he home. 

“You must visit, at least four times a 
year, every home committed to your care, 
and it is your privilege to use your in- 


member in the home. 

“Have confidence in yourself and in 
the work which you are doing. Be strictly 
confidential with all your members. Be 
friendly and natural, sympathetic and in- 
terested in the things which concern each 
home. Be always on the lookout to speak 
a good word for Jesus Christ. It may 
be that you are to win that home for him, 

“You are. now to give answer to the 
following questions : 


1, Do you accept the homes committed to 
you as your special responsibility? 

2. Do you promise to visit each home be- 
tween the last Sunday of a Quarter and the 
first Sunday of a new Quarter unless provi- 
dentially ‘hindered? 

3. Do you promise to attend the quarterly 
council meeting and report in writing your 
work of the Quarter? 

4. Do you promise to report promptly any 
illness or trouble in your district where the 
council or the pastor can. be of special serv- 
ice? : 

5. Do you promise to pray for your mem- 
bers and for the welfare of each home and 
so far as lies in you you will use your in- 
fluence as an ambassador for Christ?” 


This is followed by a prayer of dedi- 
cation and consecration usually offered 
by the pastor. 

The service ‘closes by the whole school 
singing, “Seal us, O Holy Spirit.” 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of - 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath Schoo! 
ation 
In planning to organize a training class in 
our church it has occurred to me that it 
might help us to secure the right leadership 
if we should ask a different person to 
each subject. Would that be desirable? 


kL. igen plan has been used successfully 
in some churches. The elementary 
courses cover four subjects, the Bible, the 
Teacher, the Pupil, and the Sunday- 
school. The Bible teacher might not feel 
hy aked to teach pedagogy or psychology. 

@ variety provided by the different 
methods of presentation might also add 
to the attractiveness of the course of 
study. Make sure, however, that you 
can find the four satisfactory teachers 
before offering the plan to the class. It 
it possible that in your_church there is 
some outstanding man or woman who by 
staying with the class through the entire 
course might give you the better service. 





The young people who would enter a train- 
ing class are unwilling to undertake the 
standard course. They say that the texts 
they have seen are too difficult and the course 
too long. We would like to study one of 
the elementary courses. Are these still rec- 
ognized? 

HE International Association and 

some of the denominational Sunday- 
school boards urge that all training classes 
use the standard course. These boards 
continue to recognize the simpler courses, 
however. Some denominations advise that 
the beginnings in teacher-training be with 
the elementary courses. The necessity for 
preparatory courses is evident to all who 





are close to the work of training classes. 


fluence for the spiritual welfare of every | 


i 
{ 
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FINALLY READY —T#E REVISED EDITION OF 


THIS GREAT REVIVAL BOOK 


Every-Member 
Evangelism 


By J. E. CONANT, D.D., Bible Teacher and Evangelist 


A book of methods—giving the divine dynamice that must be 
exerted to make these methods worth while and effective 


Says a Reviewer: ? 


*¢Once in a while a book appears that will mark an epoch 
in the lives of those who grasp its message. Dr. Conant’s is 
such a book. The author goes to the very heart of what is 
involved in our Christian profession. 4 The work of the 
church, he argues, must be done, if it is done at all, accord- 
ing to the Divine Pragram given by Jesus. @ Helays bare 
the present.apathy of the church toward that. program— 
the bringing of Christ toevery man—and exposes our ‘'down- 
right sin in that we put everything else before that pro- 
gram, ‘leaving it all to the preacher.’ @ And finally Dr. 
Conant points us to the Divine Power which in every age 
has been sufficient to bring victory when combined with 
the Divine Program. This book is more than a treatise 
upon ‘ personal work.’ It is a monumental milestone in 
the Christian literature of this period. {f every pastor 
and three church members in.each church in the land 
were provided with this book and ‘mastered its contents, 
such a revival would probably -result as- North America 

has never seen.”’ 


$1.50, postage 12 cents. 























Special rates for quantities 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 








Why Not Start 
a Times Club in 


Your Sunday School ? 


= YOU are in a Sunday-school where there is not 
now a Sunday School Times Club, you can save 
one-fourth of your own subscription price by getting 
four of your friends to join you in a club of five sub- 
scriptions at the low rate of $1.50 each per year. 


If you form a club of fen subscribers, you as Club 
Secretary will be entitled to an additional subscription 
without charge. 


Why not interest some of your fellow-workers in this 
club plan by giving them each a specimen copy of the 
paper, and getting each one to take a trial subscription 
at our Get Acquainted rate of 10 weeks for 25 cents? 


Just tell us how many of your friends you wish to 
interest in this club, and we shall be glad to send you 
a supply of specimen copies of the paper and coin- 
carriers, for use in securing the trial subscriptions. 


A club of five new yearly subscriptions entitles the 
Club Secretary to our book offers, about which we shall 
be glad to tell you upon request. — 


The Sunday School Times. Company 
Dept. A 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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You will find text books that provide 
a working knowledge of God’s Word and 
give the first principles of pedagogy and 
psychology in simple language and in 
small compass. From one to two years 
of study in such a course will not only 
prepare your students* for the work of 
teaching, but will also make it easier for 
them to do the work of the standard 
course and secure a larger equipment. 


The greatest difficulty we face in our en- 
deavor to organize a class for teacher-train- 
ing is to find a competent teacher. We have 
no one in ovr school that has had any train- 
ing in pedagogy. We feel that the teacher 
of such 4 class should have special training 
for the work. 


OU are right in the thought that the 

training class should have the best 
teacher obtainable. One purpose of the 
Community Schools of Christian Educa- 
tion is to provide teachers for training 
classes. But while an expert teacher is 
desirable it is not absolutely necessary to 
have a specially trained leader. Some of 
the most successful classes we have 
known have been conducted by earnest, 
prayerful, spiritually minded men and 
women who have caught a vision of the 
vast importance of Sunday-school teach- 
ing and have consented to preside over 
the class meetings. These leaders have 
studied with the class and have taken the 
official examinations with the class mem- 
bers. During the class sessions they see 
to it that there is a discussion of the 
lessons with frequent reviews, and that 
the spiritual side of the work may be kept 
in the foreground. The pastor or other 
leaders are invited to address the class 
occasionally, bringing an inspirational 
message. Such classes may not get the 
largest intellectual equipment, but. they 
will get much practical help and, more 
important than all, may experience a deep- 
ening of the spiritual life. 


Children’s Division Questions 
. Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow _ 


The churches of our town are planning to 
hold union services, in the park, on Sunday 
nights, during the summer months. I believe 
parents and. other grown-up folks would get 
more out of the service if we could segregate 
the children. Would such a plan be practical, 
and how could we best care for the little ones? 


N A city of Texas the plan of holding 

union services during the summer 
months has been carried on for several 
years. Last season it was thought best 
to have a separate service for children, 
The children are told stories while the 
parents listen to a sermon. There is no 
singing at this meeting of the children, 
but each story hour opens and closes 
with prayer. Bible drills are frequently 
introduced for the benefit of the older 
boys and girls. Sometimes as many as 
two hundred children attend this meeting, 
an eloquent endorsement of its popularity. 





In Cradle Roll circles, is the date of en- 
rolment ever celebrated instead .of the birth- 
day? 

DO not think that any other celebra- 

tion will take the place of the indi- 
vidual birthday remembrance. This is 
a time so purely personal that it should 
not be overlooked. I do know of super- 
intendents who remember the anniversary 
of the date of enrollment with a pretty 
card or note, and in some churches it 1s 
Kthe custom to send some little souvenir 
on the anniversary of the baptismal day. 
In a school in Minneapolis, a letter was 
sent last year by the superintendent, read- 
ing somewhat like this: 


I am sending this letter to you to-day, be- 
cause on a sunny Sunday morning just three 
years ago your mother and father and grand- 
mamma and grandpapa carried you to the 
church for the beautiful baptismal service. 

They stood beside the font of clear water 
and made certain: promises for you, saying 
they would kelp you to be the kind of little 
girl that the heavenly Father’s child should 
be. 


Mr. Russell asked God to bless the water in 
the font. Then he took you in his arms and 
poured some of it on your head, baptizing you 
and giving you your Christian name, Char- 
lotte Ann. 


Qn your forehead he made the sign of the 








MAY .22, 1926 


cross and you were made a member of the 

church and a little Christian soldier. 
Because May 25 is your Baptismal Day. £ 

wish to tell you how glad I am that you are 

a member of God’s family, and the picture 

on this letter will help you to remember how 

much the Lord Jesus cares for his little ones. 

Lovingly ‘yours, 


The letter was decorated with a smafi 
picture of Christ blessing little children, 
A letter of this kind serves also. as a 
reminder to the parents of the vows they 
made when their child was baptized. 

Is there any special advantage in having a 
class devoted entirely to mothers of chil- 
dren in the younger classes in Sunday- 
school? Can not good work be accomplished 
where the mothers meet in different classes? 
| PRE you are referring. to a 

class which will meet on-S 

morning and be a part of the regular 
school. I cannot see that there is a real 
value in having mothers of children of 
all ages meet in a single class. Their 
interests are not identical. It is valuable 
to have mothers of little folks in Cradle 
Roll and Beginners Departments in one 
group, where this can be managed. Then 
they may have a class-room near to these 
youngest members, and be close .at hand 
to assist when needed. 

They may have a part in the general 
program ox each department, if this is 
considered best, and learn the songs and 
exercises which the teachers are endeavor- 
ing to teach the children. Then at home 
these same stories, songs, and exercises 
may be repeated under the direction of 
mother. 

A mothers’ club or class including all 
mothers may meet on a week day. I 
know of one such, where meetings are 
held in the church once a month. A num- 
ber of. families not associated with the 
church, but who send. their children to 
this Sumday-school, have been reached 
through this organization. 

At the monthly meeting a part of the 
time is spent going over the Sunday-school 
lessons for the coming month, then fol- 
lows a discussion on some phase of child 
training, the subject being one that has 
come out of the lesson study. This has 
pane most helpful. It has made the Bible 

real book to many of the mothers and: 
it has given a practical demonstration of 
the value of the lessons. There is always 
a short program closing the session, ~ 
light refreshments are s 


Investments 


which are 


Safe, Profitable a5 
Convenient 

Our: Annuity Bonds are Safe. The 

American Bible Society has been is- 

suing Annuity Bonds for more than fifty 


years without loss to a single one of 
its hundreds of investors. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Profitable. 
The rate is as high as 9%. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Convenient. 
When desired two or more persons 
may be protected by a single bond. 
Annuity payments are made puac- 
tually and without any trouble on the 
part of the annuitant. 


Write for Booklet No. N-16, which 
will tell you what our — Bonds |~ 
will do for you. 


American Bible Society 


Bible House, Astor Pl., New York, N. Y. 

















The Seventh Annual Conference 
Central Penna. Bible Conference Assn. 


Held again this year at Lakemont yA reg near 
Altoona, Pa. D. Y.. From July 3ist 
‘August 8th, inclusive. 

Experienced Teachers who.are sound and orthodox 
in the faith will deliv ver we wonderful messages from 
the one and only Wor 

Farther batormnatind by. ddronsog. Anker- 

Pres., Altoona, Pa., or Calvert Ch. 
Publicity, 2507 W. Chest. Ave., Altoona, Pa. 
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: Gy ‘Sauny Seal Cimes 


Lesson for June 6 
2 19-34; 26: 34 to 28:9; 


32:3 to 33:1 











Summer Bible 
Conferences 


The Moody Bi Bible Institute 


Ocean City N. J. . . July 4Sept. 5 
Lake Geneva, Wis. . July 5-11 
Montrose,Pa. te," July 12-18 
‘Montrose, Pa. “inst; July 19-29 
Hendersonville, N. C. July:25-Aug. 8 
Asheville, N.C. . . Ang. 1-8 
Denver, Colo. . . . Aug. 8-15 
Cedar Lake, Ind. . Aug. 9-15 
Colorado Springs, Col. Aug. 15-29 
Eagles Mere, Pa. . Aug. 29-Sept. 5 


Many ‘prominent speakers in addi- 
tion to the regular members of the 
Institute's Extension Staff and Fac- 
ulty have been engaged to partici- 
pate in these conferences. An illus- 
trated booklet containing full de- 
tails of all the conferences will be 
sent on request. Address The Moody 
Bible Institute, Box S 53, 153 Insti- 
tute Place, Chicago, Ill. 























You Know 
the Bible 4 


Do 





Send for our free 5-minute Bible Test. 
See if you are ave with your 
at knowl of the Scriptures. 

Let Moody Bible Institute Home 
Study Courses direct your Bible 
etudy—you'll get a new understand- 
a new inspiration. This 5-min- 

peed ak “ i ieip yoo know where 
po nah it now—today. 


‘ MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE . 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


Dept. 4505 , 153 Institute PI., Chicago, Ill. 














" Subscription Rates. 


The Sunday School’ Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following. rates, pay- 


‘able in advance, for eitherold ‘or new 
‘ subscribers; ‘in ‘the~ United “States: and 


Possessions,: Mexico,: Cuba;.and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies Jess than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition ob the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each: Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27.cents a year more than the postage 
‘on a subscription deliveted in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications, 

Therefore, al! Canddian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is; the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will ‘be sent to 
any .of the countries. embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at, the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign. postage. 
That is: one copy, one’ year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year: 
The. Sunday Schaol Times: Co., Publishers, 
1031 Wainut Street, - Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. © 





a 13. How to Get _ Done. Nehi 
21-33. 3 : 28; 431-6, 

yun 20. How Much at Ps Gaal Should Money 
Be? Matt. 6 : 19-24, 33. 

June 27.. What May Japan and Korea Expect 
from Christianity? Micah 6:6-8. (Mis- 
sionary meeting.) 

July 4. My Country: Its Past, Present, and 
Future. Psa. 33 : 1-22. (Consecration méet- 
ing.) , 


Sunday, June 6 
How May We Create and Spread. 


Happine..? 
(Matt. 5: 1-12; Acts 8 : 4-8) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—A joyous spirit (Prov. 17 : 22). 
Tues.—The joy of divine fellowship (Isa, 


12 : 1-3). 

Wed.—Rejoice in prosperity (Deut. 26: 
1-11). 

Thurs.—The joy of salvation (Luke 15 :. 
11-32). 


Fri—The joy of giving (2 Cor. 9 : 6-15). 
Sat.—The joy of friendship (Phil. 1 : 1-11). 











How may we create happiness in our own 
hearts? 

Why should we seek to spread happiness? 

What are some bars to happiness? 


“CIQAITH and Work” tells the story of 
a poor little street girl who was 
taken, sick one Christmas day and carried 
to the hospital. While there she heard 
the story of Jesus coming into the world 
to save us. 
One day she whispered to the nurse, 
“I’m having real good times here — ever 
such good times! S’pose I'll have to go 


well; but I’ take the good time along 
—some of it, anyhow. Do you 
about’ Jesus bein’ born?” 

“Yes,” replied the nurse, “I know. 
Sh-sh-sh! Don’t talk any more.” 

“You do? I thought you looked as if 
you didn’t, and I was going to tell you.” 


nurse, forgetting her own order in her 
curiosity. 

..“Oh, just like most o’ folks —kind o’ 
glum. I should. think you’d never look 
glum, if you knew about Jesus bein’ 
born.” 


The dictionary tells us that the mean- 
ing of happiness is “a state of pleasurable 
content with one’s condition of life,” and 
the little girl, in the simplicity of her 
faith, was certainly right in expecting 
anyone who knew about the Lord Jesus 
Christ not only to be happy, but to show 


the heart because we create it? Did you 
ever try to create happiness in your own 
heart? It is not difficult to make a 
brave attempt at happiness when things 
are going well, but in the midst of trying, 
discouraging, heartbreaking circumstances, 
have you ever really, of yourself, suc- 
ceeded in creating happiness in your 
heart? It is one of the most impossible 
tasks in the world today. Men and women 
the world over are running hither and 
thither trying this scheme and that 
scheme, this diversion and that diversion, 
trying desperately to create happiness in 
their hearts. But down underneath the 
surface smile they will tell you that there 
is no happiness in their hearts that comes 
from their own striving. 


8 

God’s Word tells us that happiness or 
joy is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5 : 22). 
The Psalmist exclaimed, “Ip thy presence 
is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore’ (Psa. 
16:11). The words of the Lord Jesus 
Christ come to us, “These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy might re- 
main in you, and fhat your joy might be 
full” (John 15:11). Paul tells us, “For 
the kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17). 





away from here just as soon as I get! 


know |. 


“Why, ‘how did I look?” asked the]. 


it. But does such a happiness come to}: 
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Might we not as well — 3k vuselves, 
How can I create sunlight in this dark- 
ened rpom? The solution is, not in. man- 
ufacturing sunlight, but by throwing open 
the wittdows' and letting the «sunlight 
flood in. So anyone who will accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ may have fulness\of 
joy in his life, net by) creating it in hig 
heart, but by! throwing open the door of 
his heart and receiving God’s free gift. 


Why, then, do, so matty: Christians 
spread gloom instead of joy?. Is it not 
because their hearts have not been thrown 
open fully to receive the joy of the Lord 
Jesus Christ? When we have realized 
the full meaning of Ephesjans 2: 10; and 
have come to find God’s plan for our 
lives, and let him work out his. purpose 
and program for us, with a.confident 
. childlike trust that he that hath begun a 
good work will finfish it, then; and then 
only, can we be in a:state of .contentment 
as to our condition. in life. 
that we need have no concern for either 
the present or the future; knowing that, 
since we have put all things into the hands 
of our heavenly Father, he will and is 
abundantly able to provide for every need 
along the Sees 

} ; 

Then reer is the great bar to happi- 
ness, sin in- the life, Of:course, allowing 
anything to take the place of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in our life is sin, but there 


group under the heading of sin,— delibe- 
rate, wilful. sins that grieve the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The Christian with un- 
confessed sin-in the life cam never truly 
be happy, nor can he ever truly radiate 
happiness to others. Nothing cuts a 
Christian’s happy, . joyous . testimony . so 
much as sin, but it. is a blessed truth 
that we do not have to allow sin to' re- 
main unconfessed any longer than it takes 
to turn to our heavenly Father and tell 
him about it. :We: have his faithful 


P 


It is only,then |. 


are also other dcts: that’ we commonly } 





promise, in 1 John.1.:9, that if we con- 


415: 


Sete 
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fess our sins he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and not only to fore 
give us, but to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness. So the Psalmist cried out 
from the depth of his sin, “Restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation” (Psa, 


12). 
And why should Christians, apart from 


‘their own relationship to God, experience 


the joy of their salvation, the continuous 
blessed fellowship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Is it not that only in such fel- 
lowship can they truly show him to a 
lost world? 

“Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be 
ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5: 20). 
At is because God has committed unto us 
the ministry of reconciliation, and has 
placed us hereon: this earth, in the stead 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, to bring men 
and women to a saving knowledge of 
him. - 

ve 

Am I through with trying to create my own 
happiness? 

Am I willing to let the joy of the Lord Jesu8 
Christ flood into. every part of my heart? 

Is hig joy flowing out through me to others? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


“BEAUTY 
for ASHES” 


“This is Mr. McConkey’s latest message. It has 
a climax of comfort that will put heart and 
hope into souls that are grieving for some loved 
one lost for a while from the scenes of earth.” 


Sent entirely free. Circulation supported by 
oluntary offerings. 


Address: Silver Publishing Society 
Dept. S, Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




















taken the country by storm. It is 
CED-O-BAG a moth-proof, damp- 
proof, dust-proof, \germ-proof stor- 
age bag for clothes, blankets and 
furs. It is the greatest, fastest sel- 


on the market for. years. Every 


housewife wants one, buys.on sight. 
CED-O-BAGS are made from rubberized 
fabric which has been chemically treated. 
They are patented. Nothing else like them. 
Instead of a small easily torn paper bag 
or a clumsy, expensive cedar chest, a 
CED-0-BAG provides adequate apace for 
two to four 5 garments. nd. yet, with all 
of these distinctive adyantages 
GS are priced for quick sale. 


Ced-0-Bags Offer Big. Profits 


There is a chance for you to'clean up 

a lot of mortiey in your town at once just 
Ld taking orders for CED-O-BAGS. L. H. 

reen went out and made ne clear profit of 
$12 in one afternoon. J. V. Davis took five 
orders i in one even- 
ing and was $5 
richer. aes Phil- 
lips made $53 in 
one week’s spare 
time (evenings) 

ou can do as w 
or better. 


te Epics 


ge 2079 don’t need 
experience or train- 
ing.. Every home in 
your town.is a live 
All you have to--do is show 








prospect. 


Make $15 a day selling this won- . 
derful new household artiele that has 


ling household article that has come » 






the housewife a CED-O-BAG and take 
her order. We deliver and collect. You 

et your profits at once, and move on to 
the next house and take another order. 
Everyone buys. Geo. Jones took 22 orders 
in two days spare time and had a. clear 
profit of $22. 21 agents report an average 
psofit of $3 an hour. 


How Much Money Do You Want? 


Would ‘you like to make an extra $100 
or $200 a month, in your spare time? 
Would you like to gather a lump sum of 
$500 or $600 in a couple of months? . If 
you would, here is your chance. Mail mie 
the coupon and I will tell you all about 
this money-making pesponcon. I will show 
you how you can make $15 a day or more 
in this easy, pleasant, engaging work. I 
will show you the way to auick profits— 
big profits. Mail the coupon now. 


C. E. Comer, The Comer Mfg. Co. 
Dept.N-916 -« = « Dayton, Ohio 


‘Mail This Now! 








& C. E. Comer, The Comer Mfg. Co., : 
Dept. N-%6 Dayton, Ohio. 8 

i Dear Sir: revel send postion details i 
© con make 439 ry A 5 L 
B ctlheree axe ln any wage : | 
y 

g Name re r 
— stiimaaiideadal : 
apie PALER IE NOR N DS MTEC S DALES 3 








BRONZE TABLETS 


‘ 


| 


316 


Assured Safety and 


Steady Income 


Arnold First Mortgage Guaran- 
teed Certificates are secured by 
small highly desirable First Mort- 


on roved real estate 
Fela by the Merchants Trust Co, 


of Washington, D.C., which acts 
Clonaly guaran They se to — 

eer cub cn ital ~y 1 f 
oer a A Pp and surplus o' 
ty dhe Caps wh pete pape 
of issue through to maturity. 
Denominations 


100, $500 1 
tem ey ie pee My oe 


FIRST MORTGAGE COLLATERAL 
5%% GOLD BONDS 
Guaranteed by the 

NATIONAL SURETY COMPANY 
Empire Trust Company, Trustee 


You can 








,000, or multi: thereof; maturi 


ies 
to'15 years, Price $100 to yield 5 
Write for Booklet No. 12 


ARNOLD AND COMPANY 


1010 Vermont Ave, Washington, D.C, 


Have You Children 
Under Seven? 


Would you like to increase fourfold their 
mental powers by means of five-minute 
lessons in opening the mind’s gateways? 
The busiest parents can succeed in this 
with the help of Ella Frances Lynch’s 
latest books, endorsed by the editors of 
The Sunday School Times. Make the 
summer joyful and profitable. 


“* Bookless Lessons for the Teacher-Mother,” $1.85 
** Beginning the Child’s Education,” Harper, 2.00 


SENT POSTPAID BY 


The National League of Teacher-Mothers, 
BRYN MAWR, PA. 























THE HARVEST TRULY 
IS PLENTEOUS| 


Trained NATIVES in various parts of the world 


may be supported in the work of God for an entire 


} tonal for from $15 up to $600. Nothing deducted 
rom your Ene200® goes toward the natives’su 

ould you so loveto help your Lord? Will 

ou pray about this ? Service and Literature free. 

Native Ridgewood, NJ. 


Co., Box T, 251 Fairmount Rd., 











Use Cuticura Soap 
- And Ointment 
‘To Heal Sore Hands 


' 
v 




















Designs and Estimates Free 
' Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept, 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 





‘| against whom thou hast aught? 





PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, #2.fac* nanse 











When answerin dverti 
mention The Sunday Schecl Times” 


Plats 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship . 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Dally Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
oo! Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Sermon on the Mount 


bee VIEW of the three readings this 
week from the Sermon on the Mount, 
it may be well to remind ourselves that, 
among others, “that great saint and dis- 
ciple, George Miiller ef Bristol, early 
learned the value_to Christians of obe- 
dience to this discourse. He said: ‘Who- 
soever is willing to act out these com- 
mandments of the Lord literally will, I 
believe, be led with me to see that, to 
take them literally, is the will of God. 
Those. who do so take them will doubt- 
less be often brought into difficulties, hard 
to the flesh to bear, but these will have 
a tendency to make them constantly feel 
that they are strangers and pilgrims here, 
that this world is not their home, and thus 
to throw them more upon God, who will 
assuredly help us through any difficulty 
into which we may be brought by seeking 
to act in obedience to His Word!’ 

“The rich fruitfulness of Mr. Miiller’s 
life proved that he inherited the blessing 
of the doer of the Lord’s words.” 


May 31 to June 6 
Mon.—Genesis 33:1-11. Jacob and Esau. 


It’s the all day and the all night sea- 
sons of prayer that usually call down 
great and mighty things from God. There 
can be no other explanation for Esau’s 
remarkably changed attitude toward the 
brother whom he had vowed to kill, “A 
soft answer,” especially when preceded 
by prayer, “turneth away wrath.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that we, 
too, may learn the value of prevailing 
prayer with all that results therefrom. 
One hour with God ts worth a dozen 
hours with earth’s best and wisest. Then 
why do we not more frequently take it? 
Tues.—2 Corinthians § : 14-21. 

* Reconciliation with God. 


The death of Christ wrought a two- 
fold effect: The propitiation of God 
toward the sinner, and the reconciliation 
of the believing sinner toward or with 
God. (See Scofield Reference Bille, Col. 
1:21. Also his i rtant comment on 
Rom. 3:25, especially the closing sen- 
tence.) But God “in Christ” did it all 
(v.19), ‘ 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
evangelical leaders, many of them by 
name, Ask for each one the fullness of 
God’s Spirit; also grace and help and 
strength for every trial and burden. Some 
are greatly buffeted. Let us be patient 
and sympathetic, even though we may not 
fully understand. 


Wed.—Matthew 5 : 21-26. 
Reconciliation with Others. 


Hast thou a brother who “hath ought 
against thee,” or who thinks he has ought 
against thee? Verses 23 and 24 make 
plain your duty. Hast thou a brother 
Chap- 
ter 18:15-17. again makes plain your 
duty. In the first case, he thinks you 
have trespassed against him; in the sec- 
ond case, you think he has trespassed 
against you. 

Prayer Svuccestions: But im both 
cases, God puts the responsibility for the 
initial action upon yvou—and likewise 
UPON HIM; but why wait for him? Per- 
haps no commands in God’s Word are 
more generally disregarded, whereas im- 
plicit and faithful obedience would adjust 
almost every difference. Oh, the _bless- 
ings that are lost through disobedience! 
Pray! 

Thurs.—Genesis 45 : 1-15. 
Joseph Reconciled-te his Brothers. 

Joseph had not transgressed against his 
brethren, but they ha ievously trans- 
gressed against him, and were conscious 





through the years of the wrong they had 


! done him (42:21). Yet Joseply saw not 


* 





their evil motive, but God’s overruling 
purpose (vs. 5, 7; also 50:20). Would 
that this might always be true of us! 
Romans 8: 28. ‘ 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for each 
contributor to this paper, that just the 
right words may always be written. Pray 
for every subscriber, especially those who 
have recently joined the Times “family,” 
that they may find in the paper just those 
things that shall feed and edify. 
Fri.—Matthew 5 : 38-48. : ** 

Proper Treatment of Enemies. 


Four impossibilities to the natural or 
carnal heart: Love, bless, do good, pray for 
net your friends, but your maliciously 
acting enemies! Is the Sermon on the 
Mount really practicable? Was it meant 
to be literally obeyed, in this dispensation ? 
George Miller thought so. (See Intro- 
duction.) “Christ in you” is the secret 
of power and of obedience, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for’ that 
love and grace and faith that will enable 
you to “trust and obey’ at every point. 
“ALL scripture... 4s profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness.” No word of 
God is to be lightly esteemed. 


Sat.—Luke 23 : 33-38. - 
Christ Forgives His Enemies. 


“They know not what they do” (v. 34; 
see also 1 Cor. 2:8 and Rev. 1:7). Had 
they known, they would not have cruci- 
fied him. And yet they could have known 
(John 7:17; 3: 19-21; 5:40; 8:12), and 
were therefore guilty: “Light resisted. 
bringeth night.” We are responsible, not 
only up to the light that we have, but also 
up to that which we might have. 
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men,” all public servants, all employers 
and employees, all professional men, all 
manual laborers, all skilled mechanics, alt 
tradesmen and craftsmen of every kind, 
Pray that the Spirit of God may brood 
over and work in millions. of hearts. 


Sun.—Matthew 6 : 9-15. 
Forgiveness and Prayer. 


“Forgive us ... as we forgive.” Do 
we mean it? were to take us ex- 
actly at our word, how much would he 
forgive us? And yet his Word tells us 
that much does depend upon the state of 
our heart; see Psalm 66:18; 1 John 3: 
21, 22, and like Scriptures. But if God 
limited himself to the' state of our’ hearts, 
how little we would receive! For nus 
Son’s sAKE, he does “exceeding abun- 
dantly 28 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
thousands who use this department. Pray 
that the family altar may be mamtained 
in every home, and that the peace of God 
may rule in every heart. ay for the 
boys and girls away from home, and es- 
pecially for those who need prayer, who- 
ever and wherever they aré. 





A Whole Year for $1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: There is 
no other I like as well.”’ Sample copy free. 


ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
JUST OUT! 
“SONGS OF THE HOME-TRAIL” 


S37 New H 








Prayer Succestions: Pray for “all 


Congregational, choir, quartets, duets and solos. 
per copy, Elton M. Roth, Bible {nstitute, ‘Nyack, N'Y. 








. Relief and Sustentation.: 
They are absolutely safe! 


As High As 9% 
sanctioned by the General Assembly 
is paid on the Annuity Bonds of the Board of Ministerial 


The income is paid quarterly, or semi-annually! 


They give you a share in caring’ for ministers and mission- 
aries if disabled or in their old age! 





Write today to 





They possess every advantage found in any Annuity Bond! : 


Rev. Joun H. Gross, D.D., Treasurer 


Presbyterian Board of Ministerial Relief and Sustentation 


900-D Witherspoon Building—Philadelphia, Pa. ‘ 














Genesis and Yourself 








The Book of Beginnings Speaks 
To the World of Today 








By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times 


@. Genesis has a message for the Twentieth Century that can be 
found in no other book of the Bible. q A Christian layman tried 
reading it through slowly, in his «« Morning Watch” in the earliest 


hour of each day; and he was so 


surprised and .gripped by the in- 


tensely personal and spiritual character of its message that he kept 


a notebook on its meaning to him. 


@ The results of that simple 


Study are given in this book, in the hope that these «« Messages for 
the Morning Watch’”’ may bring to others the devotional blessing 


that they brought to one. 


’ 


@ Genesis has been called ‘The Granite Foundation of the Bible,” 
and certain it is that the beginnings of the blessings that are re- 
vealed and given,to us in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Rock of Ages, 
are so established in this book that the rest of the Bible would be 


unintelligible without it. 


$1.25, postage, 10 cents 
THE.-SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY,: 1031--Wainut Street, Philadelphia 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting — 


L) 





